
ALA Midwinter Meeting, Seattle, 2019 of the Anthropology 
 and Sociology Section (ANSS) 

American Library Association, Association of College & Research Libraries 
Wednesday, February 13 at 2 p.m. EST (1 CST; 12 GMT; 11 PST) 

 Virtual Meeting via WebEx (Katie Anderson host) 
http://go.rutgers.edu/slcshnpc 

 
 

1. Introductions 
a. Katie Anderson (Chair), Jill Conte (Vice-Chair), Gina Schlesselman-Tarango, 

Allison Ringness, Kelly Jacobsma (Liaison to ACRL), Triveni Kuchi, Anne 
Larrivee, Mimmo Bonanni, Sherri Saines, Sue McFadden, Tom Diamond, 
Christine Slaughter, Helen Clements, Nancy Gibson, Tom Durkin 

2. Approval of agenda 
a. Revision to agenda order 

3. Approval of minutes of Annual 2018 meeting, New Orleans, LA 
a. Minutes approved 

4. Officer reports 
a. ACRL Board (Kelly Gordon Jacobsma) 

i. Equity and Diversity, role and where it will fit 
ii. Possibility of doing away with Midwinter and creating a new/ 

different conference offered in its place: symposium on the future of 
libraries, youth media awards, professional development. Meeting 
times will shrink. It might be a more regional meeting as well. 
Projected to be in place by 2021.  

iii. Many ACRL committees now meet virtually, but don’t know what 
this means in a broader sense.  

iv. Will chairs still need to physically attend the conference?  
v. SCOE - SubCommittee on Organizational Effectiveness, ALA 

engaged consultants. They offered various plans and overview sessions, 
as well as opportunities for feedback. Webinar on 2/15 at 2 pm CST. 
“Design our 21st Century ALA.”  

vi. Several scenarios involving different divisions.  
vii. Project Outcome: Field testing of this set of tools that ACRL put 

money into to replicate public library Project Outcome. Makes 
assessment very simple: surveys (instruction, digital, space, technology, 
special collections) and tools. Will be rolling out this summer. Five 
workshops will be offered at ACRL 

viii. Incident at Council Forum. Statements that have been made by other 
sections.  

1. What does ALA Council actually do? ~100 councilors. Council 
meetings include state chapters. There are formal and informal 
meetings, many resolutions that are voted on.  

b. Vice Chair’s report (Jill Conte) 

http://go.rutgers.edu/slcshnpc


i. ACRL Leadership Council 
ii. Announcements: search committee for Director, organizational 

effectiveness for ALA, considering reorganizing the structure of ALA, 
SCOE is doing outreach to get feedback about this process, ANSS-l 
had webinar announcements, Terrell Ross gave a DIE presentation. 
Looking for membership and leadership to do more programming. 
Annual will have dedicated program. ACRL 2019: sections have 
contributed over 30 scholarships, registration is up from previous years.  

iii. Board is looking for input on what happens if Midwinter goes away — 
how do we provide development for leadership and communicate it?  

c. Chair’s report/updates (Katie Anderson) 
i. Information sharing 

ii. ANSS Statement against Racism and Harassment (Response Midwinter 
Events) 

1. https://katieanderson.camden.rutgers.edu/https://docs.google.co
m/document/d/13IQd6EZCN5Z670y5G-2bpkUMnqpOE9Ke
Wv0YD2ig6os/edit2019/02/05/list-of-statements-against-racis
m-and-harrassment/ 

2. https://aprilhathcock.wordpress.com/2019/01/30/alamw-what-h
appened-and-what-should-happen-next/ 

3. https://docs.google.com/document/d/13IQd6EZCN5Z670y5G
-2bpkUMnqpOE9KeWv0YD2ig6os/edit 

4. All Council emails can be read with ALA Connect login.  
5. Only ACRL Board is allowed to make official statements 

(Kelly). RBMS has made one but it is within the context of the 
ACRL statement and affirms this one.  

6. DSS has a statement they have issued affirming their 
professional values.  

7. Katie will draft a statement to circulate.  
iii. ACRL Scholarship- Sponsoring 2 (additional $29.00) 
iv. ACRL ANSS Conference Scholarship Winners 

1. Alanna Aiko Moore 
2.  Carlos Duarte 

5. ANSS Committee and Discussion Group Reports 
a. Resource Review and Bibliography Committee (Sue McFadden) 

i. Four articles going forward for Spring.  
ii. https://acrl.libguides.com/anss-rrbc 

iii. Systematically place a call to ANSS-l; what the membership thinks 
needs reviewed. There is a review form that people can use. Would 
like input for what articles members would like to see.  

iv. Hyperlinked from the main page.  
v. Peer review schedule is posted with deadlines! March 18th-25th. Hard 

due date of April 1.  
vi. Page for volunteers, still a draft.  

vii. Everything is duplicated in ALA Connect.  

https://katieanderson.camden.rutgers.edu/2019/02/05/list-of-statements-against-racism-and-harrassment/
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viii. Minutes talk about the potential name change (which did not end up 
happening), the language in the description is more open.  

ix. A good example for what can be done with the LibGuide.  
b. Instruction and Information Literacy Committee (Elizabeth Fox/Gina 

Schlesselman-Tarango) 
i. Three subgroups have disbanded, with the purpose of moving along 

the process as a unified group.  
ii. Starting in on the Sociology companion document. Want to send this 

out to faculty for review and feedback.  
iii. Will start on another this summer.  
iv. Will meet in-person at Annual.  
v. Elizabeth will stay on as co-chair, Gina will be on leave.  

c. Conference Program Planning 2019, DC (Lora Kay Baldwin/Tom Diamond) 
i. Collaborating with PPIRS. Joint program: Grassroots Advocacy and 

Lobbying June 22nd, 1-2 pm. Will focus on mechanics and logistics 
surrounding advocacy efforts. Darcy Gervasio, Purchase College (NY).  

d. Liaison Committee (Triveni Kuchi) 
i. Met virtually, minutes posted.  

ii. Recruiting an ASA liaison. Hailey will not be renewing her term.  
iii. Extensive recruitment plan. Will be meeting in April to make 

recommendations to Executive.  
iv. ACJS liaison would like to renew her term. Is it with the same 

association or should it be with another (ASC?). There was discussion 
previously that ASC would be easier to work with.  

v. Appointments begin July 1. Isn’t great for applying for ACRL funding 
as the deadline is August 1st to attend forthcoming meetings. They 
have to apply for funding a year before. The deadline means they 
cannot attend meetings in their first year, which is a big chunk of a 3 
year appointment. Can they be informally appointed the year before?  

vi. ANSS needs to take this up with ACRL.  
vii. Would like to meet virtually prior to Annual, as well as meet in-person 

at Annual. Other commitments make this difficult.  
e. Membership Committee (Susan Silver) 

i. Membership will report virtually.  
f. Nominating Committee, 2019 (Helen Clements) 

i. Nominating will report virtually. [Notes added below, EP]  
ii. Priscilla and Mimmo are added as members, due to being on active 

committees and knowledge of ANSS membership. Most meetings 
were virtual — phone and email.  

iii. Two candidates were recruited for each office, with three volunteers 
running for Member-at-large.  

g. Publications Committee (Mimmo Bonanni/Allison Ringness) 
i. Added a new committee member. Always looking for new members.  

ii. Allison is rolling off at the end of June. Need a new co-chair. 
Webmaster is in training.  



iii. Need to get someone who can attend in-person for Annual.  
iv. 2018 Stats overview:  
● Views: 19,344 views, up from 18,381 views in 2017 and 17,805 views 

in 2016. 
● Visitors: 11,577 visitors up from 11,260 visitors in 2017 and 10,520 

visitors in 2016. 
● 9,815 views were the result of referrals from search engine queries 

(primarily Google). 
● ANSS Currents Spring 2018: 292 views since May 2018 
● ANSS Currents Fall 2018: 126 total views since October 2018 
● Facebook:  734 Likes (+18 since January 2018) 
● Twitter: 238 Followers (+12 since June 2018) 
v. Call will be going out around 2/25. Reiterate submission deadline is 

April 1.  
vi. History corner has been dormant for a while. Looking for 

contributions in this area.  
vii. Have reached out to ACRL Diversity chair, looking for volunteers this 

way.  
h. Review and Planning Committee (Anne Larrivee) 

i. Have met virtually.  
ii. Discussion about website, storage, has been ongoing for a while.  

iii. ALA Connect. If more content goes up there do people know how to 
use it? There are videos and such online.  

iv. By-laws haven’t been reviewed since 2009. They may need to be 
updated. Deadlines are now in place to review those soon.  

i. Subject and Bibliographic Access Committee (Tom Durkin) 
i. Meeting is scheduled for next week.  

ii. Worked on three cataloging Q&As:  
1.  What is the Board of Geographic Names (BGN), and how do 

catalogers use this resource in establishing geographic places? 
2. What subject headings are applied to materials about clothing 

accessories? 
3. What subject headings are commonly applied to works about 

the theory and methodology of Cultural Anthropology and 
Ethnology? 

j. Anthropology Librarians Discussion Group (Tom Durkin/Brooke Troutman) 
i. February 19, 12-1 EST. Ashley Lemke from UT-Arlington spoke 

about her recent research into submerged prehistoric archaeology– a 
new field that explores ancient archaeological sites that are now 
underwater due to past climate change and rising sea levels. She has 
worked on archaeological projects across the United States, and in 
Germany, Spain, and Romania. Overall her research seeks to explore 
the complexity of what we often call “simple” hunter-gatherer cultures.  

ii. We welcomed thirteen attendees to our forum conversation. 



k. Criminal Justice/Criminology Librarians Discussion Group (Diane Fulkerson, 
Thomas Weeks) 

i. Will report virtually. [REPORT NEEDED 3/15/19, EP]  
l. Sociology Librarians Discussion Group (Thomas Weeks) 

i. Will report virtually. [REPORT NEEDED 3/15/19, EP]  
6. Liaison Reports 

a. ASA —  Hailey Mooney 
i. Call for a new ASA liaison who will be in place this summer. ASA 

meeting occurs in August, so there may be difficulties with the 
timeline and funding process.  

ii. Hailey will assist the new liaison in picking up ongoing projects:  
1. Program for ASA Annual Meeting 2020 ASA 2020. Hailey 
has been working with fellow ANSSers Paula Dempsey and 
Jesse Klein on the ASA program, titled "Librarians & 
Sociologists: Intersections & Collaborations." 
2. Framework for Information Literacy Companion Document 
for Sociology is currently undergoing internal peer review with 
the IL Committee. Next step will be external peer review with 
ASA members. 

b. ACJS — Melissa Chomintra  
i. Nothing to report.  

c. AAA- Celia Emmelhainz 
i. Reported 

ii. Publishing and archiving.  
iii. Data.  
iv. Working group — council for the preservation of anthropological 

records.  
7. Other ANSS Business 

a. Website etc 
i. Really need to get away from Wordpress, ads are very intrusive.  

ii. Want a plan by Annual.  
iii. ALA Connect videos.  
iv. Plan for what to do with the website from Publications. Doesn’t 

address long-term storage.  
1. Shared gmail account.  
2. Place to keep working documents in place.  
3. Email and working storage. Pending approval the 

Wordpress.com site will become Wordpress.org site on the 
ACRL server.  

4. Clean up files and the site. Housekeeping and checking in with 
the content that hasn’t been updated in a while.  

5. An installation will be hosted on ACRL site. Would like this to 
happen before Annual.  

6. Approval of a Gmail account.  



7. Could request a reimbursement for time spent handling the 
migration. Track time! 

b. Budget 
i. DC Program: $100.00 for gift cards for speakers 

1. Approved 
ii. DC Program: Busing 

1. Discussion group — National Anthropological Archives.  
2. Off-site?  
3. Will need to be moved back into conference space.  

iii. Third scholarship- $370.00 
c. ACJS Liaison 

i. Melissa Chomintra renewed liaison term.  
ii. Approved.  

d. PPIRS in name only co-sponsorship 
i. For upcoming program.  

ii. “Counting on Trust: Trusting the Count, Census 2020.” Sunday June 
23rd. 9-10 a.m.  

iii. Approved.  
e. Volunteer for 2018-2019 : 

http://www.ala.org/acrl/membership/volunteer/volunteer 
DEADLINE: February 15, 2019 

8. ACRL Vice President/President Elect Candidates 
9. Adjourn 

 
 

http://www.ala.org/acrl/membership/volunteer/volunteer

