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For our virtual Midwinter meeting, the Anthropology Librarians Discussion Group was pleased to invite 
anthropologist Ashley Lemke to speak about her recent research into submerged prehistoric 
archaeology. We welcomed thirteen attendees to our forum conversation. 

Ashley Lemke is on the forefront of submerged prehistoric archaeology – a new field that explores 
ancient archaeological sites that are now underwater due to past climate change and rising sea levels. 
While most people think of shipwrecks when they hear underwater archaeology, in addition to wreck 
sites we are discovering more and more sites of great antiquity that are submerged.  Since 2013 she has 
studied 9,000 year old caribou hunting sites 100 feet underwater in Lake Huron (Great Lakes, USA). 
Caribou hunting structures, stone tools, ancient trees, and other remains have been preserved intact by 
the cold and fresh water. Dr. Lemke is currently finishing her book which documents these sites in 
addition to hunting sites, or hunting architecture, all over the world. She has worked on archaeological 
projects across the United States, and in Germany, Spain, and Romania. Overall her research seeks to 
explore the complexity of what we often call “simple” hunter-gatherer cultures.  

The presentation went very well.  Dr. Lemke discussed her ongoing research in the Great Lakes.  She 
highlighted new research and new technologies she is working on to help students study the ancient 
landscapes she and her team are researching.  Virtual reality is one such technology.   She also briefly 
spoke about her new and forthcoming book in which myself, (Brooke Troutman) have been assisting her 
with copyright permissions for her images that she would like to use in the publication.  Questions at the 
end pertained to her actual research in the field and its impact on the environment.  She commented on 
the work as being more friendly to the environment than other forms of archeological research.  
Another question and comment was about some new ideas to use CC license with some of the images 
for her new book.  Finally, a question was asked about my work with Dr Lemke as her liaison librarian.  I 
spoke about our metrics consultation service we provide here at UTA.  I have worked very closely with 
Dr. Lemke in preparing her metrics and advising her on journals and grant funding, as well as promoting 
her research to increase her digital identity and scholarly impact.   

 


