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ANSS Review and Planning Committee 
Virtual Mid-Winter 2018 Meeting 

Minutes 

February 5, 2018   11:00 CST (9:00 PST, 10:00 MST, 12:00 EST) 

1.0 Welcome. 

1.1 Attendance: Helen Clements (chair), Anne Larrivee, Katie Anderson (note taker), Jill 
Conte, and Susan Smith. 

1.2 Absent:  Miriam Rigby, Wayne Sanders. 

2.0 Request for Note Taker. 

2.1 Notes taken by Katie Anderson, Vice-Chair/Chair Elect, 2017-2018. 

3.0 Approval of Minutes. 

3.1  Minutes for Annual 2017 were approved with no changes. 

4.0 Program Planning for Annual 2018. 

4.1 The program proposal for 2018 was not accepted due to revision in the guidelines for 
inclusion of programs and a large number of entries.  

4.2 The program planning committee is working with PPIRS for a panel discussion event- 
splitting cost and possible sponsorship. This will be discussed more at Executive as the 
group is looking to confirm the time (likely 1-2).    (Submission Guidelines for the 2018 
Conference may be found at 
https://2017.alaannual.org/sites/default/files/AC18%20Program%20Information%20Pack
et.pdf . 

5.0  LibGuides.  

5.1 A design has been approved and selected.  Members discussed the possibility of a 
permanent ANSS 101 LibGuide.  

5.2 There was also a suggestion for the Guide(s) link to Joyce Ogburn’s bibliography. 

5.3 There was discussion on a need for general policies for LibGuides before we move 
forward – discussion regarding updating expectations, chair responsibility and the fact 
that each committee should only have one LibGuide, and there is a need for general 
standardization. 

 

 



6.0 Membership. 

6.1 Membership statistics were provided.  Membership is up, over 500 members as of the 
latest report before Midwinter.  Kudos to all working on retention and recruitment.  

6.2 It was noted that with many of the drop letter responses were that people were retiring 
or job assignment has changed indicating that people are satisfied with their 
membership.  

6.3 Rising costs of ALA and conferences are also having an impact.  

7.0 ANSS Website. 

7.1  Anne Larrivee plans to put a task force together to look at ideas for possible hosting 
sites. The current Wordpress site includes ads. 

7.2  Some possibilities that would be cost effective can be explored: Box and Google 
Docs were mentioned.  

8.0 Scholarship Donation. 

8.1  Unused ANSS operating funds for 2016-2017 were donated to ACRL to help fund a 
scholarship to ACRL 2019. 

9.0 Scholarship for Pauline Manaka, former ANSS Chair. 

9.1 The committee discussed working toward a memorial scholarship honoring our 
former Chair, who passed away in 2017.   

9.2 An official scholarship would have specific ACRL guidelines and a 20% 
administrative fee. ACRL’s award task force will be meet at Mid-winter so an award 
discussion can take place after they meet.  

9.3 Another option would be to invite ANSS members to donate in Pauline’s name for 
ACRL 2019. We will wait for the task force for further discussion.  

10.0 Banner. 

10.1 We have discussed purchasing a portable banner for ANSS meetings and 
publicity, but it is not needed as ACRL has them and we can use them. Besides us not 
having to pay for it, the additional benefit is that ACRL brings them to the 
conferences and we don’t have to worry about storage and travel. 

 

 

11.0 ANSS Name Change. 

11.1 There was a proposal to change the name of ANSS to reflect our broad coverage 
of anthropology, sociology, and criminal justice/criminology. Anne Larrivee, ANSS 



Chair, coordinated the discussion. Many were in favor, as reflected in postings on 
ANSS-L.  

11.2  Despite many comments, there was no consensus on what the new name could 
be. Instead, the section charge was updated to better reflect the membership.    

11.3 The Executive Committee voted to accept the change in the charge, rather than in 
the section name.  A copy of Anne’s summary of the discussion, and the language of 
the old and new charges, appears as an addendum to these minutes.    

12.0 Membership Survey. 

12.1 Susan Silver reported that the survey will be deployed for results to be reported by 
annual. 

13.0 ANSS Archiving.   

13.1 We discussed the possibilities for archiving ANSS correspondence and other 
records. Box and Google Docs were mentioned as possible platforms.  Questions 
raised included:  

13.1.1 Who would be responsible for maintenance of these records?  
Do we need an archivist position in ANSS? 
Do other sections have an archivist position? (Helen volunteers to look at 
the positions in other sections.) 

14.0 The All-Committees Meeting. 
14.1 The format of having all committees meet in one space on the Saturday morning 

of the Midwinter or Annual meetings was acceptable, and we plan to continue it. 
14.2  

15.0 Social. 
15.1 Jill Conte reported that ANSS Social for Midwinter Friday 2/9- joint with PPIRS. 
15.2  

16.0 ACRL 2019 was discussed briefly. 
17.0 Committee Appointments:  Katie Anderson, incoming Chair, reported that she is 

catching up on committee appointment process. 

Submitted by Katie Anderson, Chair-Elect; edited by Helen Clements, Past Chair 

_______________________________________________ 
Addendum:  Report on Proposal to change the ANSS Name.   

This posting appeared on ANSS-L, the section listserv. 

On Fri, Dec 8, 2017 at 10:17 AM, Larrivee, Anne M <larrivee@pobox.upenn.edu> wrote: 

Good morning,  

During our 2017 ALA Annual ANSS Exec meeting, one of the agenda items discussed was 
whether ANSS should be more inclusive with our name. Our section focuses on subject areas of 



anthropology, sociology and criminal justice/criminology but our section name only highlights 
anthropology and sociology. 

The section originally formed with anthropology and sociology interests in mind, but around 
2006 the Criminal Justice Round Table approached ANSS Executive with a proposal. Their 
group was too small to perform some section-based activities so ANSS Exec. voted to allow for 
the formation of a Criminal Justice Librarians' Discussion Group within ANSS. Since that time it 
has been understood that although it's not explicitly mentioned within our section name, criminal 
justice librarians /partners should feel welcome within ANSS. In addition to a discussion group, 
we also have a Criminal Justice Library Liaison and have included this subject area as part of an 
information literacy tool kit. 

With the ANSS name change survey (sent a few weeks ago) we attempted to learn whether 
members felt satisfied with our current name. Out of the 74 members that filled out the survey, 
46 (62%) said they would be supportive of this change but the comments provided some 
passionate responses of why our name should remain the same. The name suggestions also 
stirred up many questions- was criminology or criminal justice the preferred term? and in what 
order? and was there any way to broaden the name to something like human and society studies? 

All of these concerns were brought up at a virtual ANSS Exec. meeting and the members 
decided it was best to keep the section name the same (ANSS- Anthropology and Sociology 
Section) but to update our charge.  

The current charge states: 

Supports the study of those aspects of library service that require knowledge in anthropology, 
sociology and related fields. 

The revised charge will state:   

Supports the study of those aspects of library service that require knowledge in the areas of 
human and societal studies such as anthropology, sociology, criminal justice or criminology and 
other related fields. 

Anne continues:  

I have emailed our ACRL representative, Megan Griffin to learn more about the steps involved 
with updating our charge; she mentioned that we would need a vote from ANSS Exec and the 
ACRL board but before it moves forward I would like to gather member feedback.  

Please email me if you have any thoughts about the new wording or the outcome of this name 
change discussion. I'll plan to bring this feedback back to Exec.  

Thanks you for all your thoughts and consideration, 

Anne 


