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ANSS Executive Committee Meeting Minutes 

Anthropology and Sociology Section (ANSS),  Association of College & Research 
Libraries 

American Library Association 
 2018 Midwinter Meeting, Denver, Colorado 

Tuesday, February 6, at 3 p.m. EST (2 CST; 1 GMT; 12 PST) 
Virtual Meeting via Blue Jeans (Hosted by Anne Larrivee)  

 
1.0 Introductions.  

1.1 In attendance: Anne Larrivee (Chair), Katie Elson Anderson (Vice-Chair),  
Erin Pappas (Recorder), Kelly Jacobsma (ANSS-ACRL Board Liaison), 
Helen Clements, Susan Silver, Rui Wang, Miriam Rigby, Domenico 
Bonanni, Allison Ringness, Ilka Datig, Shonn Haren, Triveni Kuchi, Sue 
McFadden, Susan Smith, Tom Durkin, Rachel Muszkiewicz, Juliann 
Couture, Diane Fulkerson, Elizabeth Fox, Krystal Lewis.  

 
1.2 Absent: Elizabeth Fox, Richard Freeman, Jill Conte, Hailey Mooney,  

Melissa Chomintra.  
 
2.0  Additions to the Agenda.  

2.1  All documentation should read 2018.  
2.2 “President’s Report” should read “Chair’s Report.”  
2.3  Changes to the ANSS charge need to be voted on by Executive before  

submitting to ACRL.  
 
3.0   Approval of agenda.  

3.1  Agenda approved.  
 

4.0   Approval of minutes of Annual 2017 annual meeting, Chicago, IL 
4.1  Minutes approved.  

 
5.0   Officer Reports 

5.1  Chair’s Report and Updates — Anne Larrivee 
 
5.2  ANSS Name and Charge 

Much attention has been given to the possibility of changing the ANSS  
name to include some variation of Criminal Justice or Criminology. Work 
done to this end included a survey to the membership, in October 2017, 
which garnered 74 responses. In November 2017, ANSS held virtual 
meetings to discuss the results of the membership survey. Out of the 74 
that responded 46 people (62%) were in favor of a name change but there 

 



2 

was not any strong consensus about a new name. After gathering member 
survey feedback and the virtual meeting, ANSS executive held a virtual 
meeting to decide how to move forward. A majority of ANSS executive 
believed it was better to change the charge of ANSS rather than the name. 
The charge has been sent to the ANSS listserv and must be approved by 
Exec and then brought to the ACRL board for approval. 
 
ANSS’ new charge:  Supports the study of those aspects of library service that 
require knowledge in the areas of human and societal studies such as 
anthropology, sociology, criminal justice or criminology and other related fields. 

 
5.3 ACRL LibGuides 

ANSS is moving forward with ACRL-sponsored LibGuides. The ANSS 
chair, vice-chair, and secretary have administrative access to customize 
them. Our banner includes the ACRL and ANSS logos. Committees will 
have the chance to create guides once policies are in place. 

 
5.4 Annual 2018 Program  

Though the ANSS conference proposal was not formally accepted, we will  
be moving forward with a program co-sponsored by ANSS and PPIRS, 
Southern Food Culture and Politics.   

 
5.5 ACRL Budget 

We have $1145 remaining in the budget. About half of these funds will go 
toward the ALA Conference Program and some may still be needed for 
liaison conference travel.Last year our surplus budget was donated to an 
ACRL scholarship fund. If we choose to do so, this is also an option for this 
year.  

 
5.6 Further ACRL   Information 

● ACRL proposals are now open , due May 4th or October 12th, 
depending on type.  

● ACRL has launched a new Academic Library Impact Research 
Grant. In 2018 there is a total of $20,000 allocated for these research 
grants, limited to $3,000 each. Applications due April 1, 2018. 

● Anne and Kelly will both be attending Midwinter.  
 
5.7  ANSS Member Activities 

Juliann Couture and Erin Gratz worked with Teaching Anthropology to 
release information about their  work on how librarian and faculty 
collaborations can bolster  student learning.  

 

 

https://s4.goeshow.com/acrl/national/2019/abstract_submission.cfm
https://www.teachinganthropology.org/2017/10/30/librarian-and-anthropology-faculty-collaborations-to-bolster-student-learning/
https://www.teachinganthropology.org/2017/10/30/librarian-and-anthropology-faculty-collaborations-to-bolster-student-learning/
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5.8 Ongoing Business 
● Website task force 
● GIS member map 
● Hosting a webinar series 
● Archiving and storing historical documents 
● Pauline Manaka Memorial Scholarship 

 
 

5.9  ACRL Board Liaison — Kelly Gordon Jacobsma 
The ACRL Board will be meeting with ALA, its financial officer and  
treasurer. There are changes coming that will be comprehensive, including 
dues structures, benefits, budget strategies, and conference planning. There 
is also a push to add diversity/equity/inclusion to the ACRL plan.  
 

5.10 ALA Programs 
● We discussed how program scheduling went for Annual 2017. 

Events and meetings may be scheduled at the same time as the 
program. However, a new system is now in place for scheduling, 
and ALA are seeking feedback on it.  

● This year there were 300 proposals submitted and only 19 selected. 
The ANSS program was not accepted this year. Helen Clements 
noted that many attendees have their funding tied to their ability to 
present. Fewer programs being accepted will likely have an impact 
on attendance.  

● Kelly wanted to know how we have been dealing with Midwinter. 
Like many sections, we are moving in the direction of conducting 
all business virtually, with the exception of socials and Executive.  

 
6.0  ANSS Committee and Discussion Group Reports 

6. 1 Information Literacy Committee 
Priscilla Seaman, Elizabeth Fox 

● The committee has met and is working on companion documents 
to the Framework. Anthropology and Sociology are covered, but 
Criminal Justice could use more input.  

● Criminal Justice has their  own information literacy standards and 
prefer those. Suggestions were made that they be reworked 
according to the Framework. CJ is also choosing to focus on 
assessment.  

● The committee aims to have a draft completed by Annual 2018, 
with all subfields having completed their own work by then.  

 
6.2 Conference Program Planning 2018, (New Orleans)  
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Ilka Datig and Susan Smith 
● Conference Program Planning Committee met a few weeks ago. 

They also met with PPIRS in regards to the program at Annual 
2018.  

● The speakers for that program will be attending Annual with an 
honorarium of $700. The budget for the program will be split 
between the two sections. There is also a plan to co-sponsor a social 
with them.  

● There has been discussion of PPIRS creating a related LibGuide and 
sharing it with ANSS.  

 
6.3 Liaison Committee 

Triveni Kuchi and Richard Freeman 
● The Liaison Committee has already met. However, not everyone 

was able to attend the meeting.  
● Current appointments are to the American Anthropological 

Association (AAA), American Sociological Association (ASA) and 
the Academy of Criminal Justice (ACJ).  

● The appointment for Anthropology Liaison will end on June 30th, 
which means that recruitment and advertisements need to be in by 
early May.  

  
6.4 Membership Committee 

Susan Silver and Rui Wang 
● ANSS continues to show growth, in part helped by the new ACRL 

model which allows people to join additional sections without 
paying additional fees.  

● In 2016-2017 ANSS had 567 members; current membership is 611.  
 

6.5  Nominating Committee (2017) 
Miriam Rigby 

● Nominees for Vice-Chair/Chair-Elect: Jill Conte, Carolyn 
McCallum 

● Nominees for Member-at-Large: Diane Fulkerson, Rebekah Lee.  
● Elections will take place from March 12 through April 4th. Voting 

will go through the ALA ballot and be announced on ANSS-l.  
 

6.6 Publications Committee  
Domenico Bonanni and Allison Ringness 

● Publications has added some additional members.  
● According to the midyear website statistics report, both visitors to 

the website went up (~1000) as well as website views (~1000). Most 
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popular pages tend to be issues of  ANSS Currents , Subject Headings 
in the Social Sciences, and Cataloging Q&A.  

● Referral traffic comes from Google, ALA, Android, Facebook, 
Library Juice, and Oxford Bibliographies.  

● There are articles in the works, and a number of upcoming 
deadlines. If anyone is interested in working on a History Corner, 
please contact the Editors.  

 
6.7 Resource Review & Bibliography Committee 

Sue McFadden 
● Resource Review has been engaged in a conversation about 

indexing terms and the implicit bias they may reflect.  
● Planned Reviews are currently as follows:  

○ Roeper Archives - Heidi Johnson 
○ OER Databases - Erin Gratz 
○ Digital tDAR  

 
6.8 Review & Planning Committee  

Helen Clements 
● ANSS LibGuides are in process. There are plans to look back at 

other standards that are already in place, as well as taking the 
overarching ACRL standards into account.  

● Every committee should have their own LibGuide, and may want 
to assign secretarial duties to a member. Other major contributions 
to ANSS, such as Joyce Ogburn’s extensive bibliography, should 
also be housed on a guide.  

● Currently, we are using many different platforms (ALA Connect, 
Wordpress, etc.) and ALA Connect will continue to be the official 
repository. That means it will need to be updated and 
maintenanced regularly.  

 
6.9 Subject & Bibliographic Access Committee 

Shonn Haren 
● The Subject and Bibliographic Access Committee has yet to meet, 

and are waiting for their slot with the ALA conferencing software.  
● Cataloging Q&As are currently hosted on the website. However, 

these may be moved to the ACRL LibGuides.  
● The committee will need a new chair as Shonn will be rolling off in 

April to take a position with the state. Interested volunteers will be 
identified in the next few months to replace him.  

 
6.10 Anthropology Librarians Discussion Group  
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Rachael Muszciewicz and Tom Durkin 
● The Anthropology Discussion group is bringing a speaker to 

Annual 2018.  John Hawkes from UW-Madison  who has been 
instrumental in excavating the  Rising Star Cave  system in South 
Africa. He also is involved in open education and open science 
initiative which may be of interest to librarians. 

 
6.11 Criminal Justice/Criminology Librarians Discussion Group  

Diane Fulkerson 
● The Criminal Justice/Criminology Discussion group has not met 

yet.  
● They would like to make sure that their group has a 1.5 hour slot at 

Annual, as the new program planning tool does not seem to have 
this as an option.  

 
6.12 Sociology Discussion Group 

Jill Conte and Susan Silver 
● Neither co-convenor was present for Executive.  

  
 
7.0  Other ANSS Business 

7.0  [Addition to the Agenda] Vote Change to Charge 
● A motion to bring the vote on the change to the charge was 

brought.  
● The change to the ANSS charge was unanimously approved.  
● The vote now passes to the ACRL Board.   

7.1 ANSS LibGuides and general archiving  
● What is and should be formally archived with ALA?  
● Working documents about committees and other kinds of 

administrative business?  
● Documentation needs to be evaluated.  
● Currently we have multiple sites where things are stored:  

○ Google Drive 
○ Dropbox 
○ ALA Connect 

7.2 Website taskforce and decisions 
● How are we moving forward with the taskforce?  
● How do different users and groups use the website? How can we 

make sure that material that is heavily used  
● We can continue to use Wordpress or use an enterprise system that 

we pay for. Will likely run between $100-$300 a year depending 
on where it is hosted and by whom. 

 

https://www.anthropology.wisc.edu/staff/hawks-john/
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/new-evidence-of-mysterious-homo-naledi-raises-questions-about-how-humans-evolved/
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● The major question is, should we change the platform or instead 
change how we use the platform?  

 
7.3 Budget decisions 
7.4 ANSS/ACRL:  Volunteer for 2018-2019 
 

 
8.0. Liaison Reports 

8.1  AAA 
Juliann Couture  

● Juliann continues to establish and build on connections within 
AAA, including the partnership between Wiley and AnthroSource 
as a disciplinary-specific repository.  

8.2  ASA 
Hailey Mooney  

● Did not attend Executive.  
8.3 ACJ 

Melissa Chomintra 
● Did not attend Executive.  

 
9.0   Adjourn 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.ala.org/acrl/membership/volunteer/volunteer

