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Present:  Helen Clements (Oklahoma State), Deborah Margolis (Michigan State), Sue McFadden 

(Indiana University-East), Nancy Skipper (Cornell), Miriam Rigby (Oregon; ANSS Chair).  Celia Emmelhainz 

(Berkeley) and Spencer Acadia (Stephen F. Austin State University, Texas) were also present at the first 

session of the meeting.  

Prior Meeting Attempt:  The meeting was originally scheduled for January 19th, but there were technical 

difficulties with Google Hangouts.  Helen requested a meeting via Adobe Connect.  ACRL Program 

Coordinator Elois Sharpe facilitated the continuation of the meeting.  Continuation meeting called to 

order about 2:05 Central time. 

Minutes:  Minutes from the 2015 Annual Meeting were approved.  

Publications Committee:   Currents editors:  Current Publications chairs are Louisa McMurray, Jamie 

Beth Colvin, and Hailey Mooney.  Deadline for submitting Resource Review articles for Currents is March 

28, 2016.  We agreed to set the RRB goal/deadline for mid-March, around March 14, to give us time to 

review and comment on our articles.   

Articles for Spring 2016 Currents:  Celia Emmelhainz has already completed a draft of her article, 

“Altmetrics: Measuring Your Scholarly Impact with Tweets, Posts, Citations, and Teaching Scores”.  

Helen has forwarded the article to all committee members for comments.  Committee members 

discussed using Google Docs, but decided to send our comments to Celia instead.  Deborah, Nancy, and 

Sue complimented Celia on her article, saying that It will improve our understanding of alternatives for 

measuring scholarly output.  Members had several observations about whether or not most larger 

libraries subscribe to Scopus.  The consensus was that this tool is very expensive and is beyond the 

budget limits of many academic libraries.  Celia will make changes, if need be, based on those 

comments.  She will also send the article to Hailey Mooney for final review. 

Nancy Skipper and Sue McFadden will write an article that includes a comparison of the Sociological 

Abstracts and SocIndex databases.  We had considerable discussion about whether, and how, to 

incorporate the discussions about the two databases that have recently taken place on ANSS-L.  Nancy 

said that she has printed the discussion thread.  Helen can help compile that information, if needed.  

Nancy is considering a brief summary of our existing reviews of Sociological Abstracts.   

RRB members are interested in exploring further ways to hold ongoing discussions about information 

resources.  While long articles with detailed data about how a specific database functions, it may also be 

valuable to include shorter coverage of several related tools under one article or column.   

We discussed the possibility of a review or a series of articles, comparing several video services, such as 

those available from Alexander Street and Kanopy, as well as Ambrose Video.  Among the important 



factors we mentioned were expense, availability of transcripts, accessibility, captioning, and the amount 

of content related to anthropology, sociology or criminal justice/criminology.  It may be that both the 

longer, in-depth articles and the shorter, comparative overviews articles can both be useful.  Spencer 

Acadia was not able to attend because of a prior commitment on his campus, but he is writing a review 

of Ambrose Video, one of the streaming video packages.  (He responded on February 11, via email, that 

he will take the mentioned factors into account in his article, but has not planned to do a comparative 

review.  He believes that direct comparisons between streaming databases can be difficult because of 

variations in content and delivery methods.  He suggested using future articles to build on his review.   

 

We will also revisit the guidelines for editing Currents articles.  

Helen mentioned that Susan Gilman (at Harvard) is interested in joining the committee.  She may be 

willing to do a review of eHRAF, which has been updated.  Susan related to Helen that Christiane Cunnar 

(sp?), the eHRAF representative, is interested in the ANSS section.  

Member Activities:  We mentioned some of our current projects and activities (which we can report to 

Publications for the next Currents.  Sue McFadden’s library (Indiana University-East at Richmond) is 

doing some work with scholarly communication on their campus.  Miriam Rigby will be presenting at a 

conference in Dublin, Ireland in March.  We suggested that she may want to mention that in her Chair’s 

column in Currents.   Her book was published in (2015) and its title is The Librarian Stereotype.    

Action Items:   

Helen will re-send the updated spreadsheet of reviews and articles previously published. 

Helen will send reminders ahead of the mid-March deadline for RRB articles. 

Helen will send a link to the latest version of the guidelines for editing reviews (updated by Hailey 

Mooney within the last few years).   

Committee members will also read Celia Emmelhainz’ article draft and give comments to Celia, who will 

revise based on the comments and submit to the Publications Committee. 

We will send information about our current professional activities to the Currents editors.   

If needed, we can request a later meeting via Connect (probably early to mid-March).  Helen checked 

with Elois Sharpe. 

Adjourned shortly after 4 p.m. 

Minutes compiled by Helen Clements, primarily from the chat transcript.  Thanks to Elois Sharpe for 

recording both the audio and the chat.   


