
ACRL-ANSS 
Draft Minutes,  Virtual RR&B Meeting, June 24th, 9 a.m 

 
Present:  Celia Emmelhainz, Deborah Margolis, Erin Pappas, Nancy Skipper, Helen Clements 

Minutes for the Midwinter Meeting were  approved with some changes.  
Articles for Currents:  Spencer Acadia  is planning to write an article about graduate research 
methods, specifically SPSS, possibly in two parts.  He has been teaching a research methods 
course.  He has committed to having the article ready for review before the deadline.  

Nancy Skipper and Karen Evans will be working on an article on criminal justice sources.   
Celia Emmelhainz will interview Juliann Couture, our liaison to the American Anthropological 
Association,  for the Fall issue. 
We also discussed creating a shared document where we can make comments on sources for 
mapping, such as Policy Map, Social Explorer, and Census tools. These would be short (perhaps 
even one-paragraph) notes that could be compiled into FYI columns.  Helen Clements has 
volunteered to write a brief article on Policy Map; her library is now a subscriber.    
Another type of resource would be those that emphasize statistics, such as Data Planet (and 
ProQuest Statistical Insight).  Celia Emmelhainz commented that many of these sources simply 
compile publicly available data.  Having some content in preparation, and shared, would help 
with getting new issues of Currents done in a timely manner.  
Further discussions have involved publishing brief notes about new tools, perhaps finding a way 
to make them interactive (and password protected) so that members could comment about the 
pros and cons of a given tool.   

Other business:  Helen will find the list of earlier tools reviewed and will distribute it again.  It 
goes back to the early years of the committee, and can be updated for the last 2-3 years.  
Members agreed that it would be helpful to have it available.  
Member notes:  Deborah Margolis will leave next week on a trip to Jordan, Israel (Jerusalem) 
and Palestine, returning in August.  She will be with a study abroad group from Michigan State, 
and will be buying books for their Middle East collection.  She says that MSU’s Middle Eastern 
Studies program emphasizes the modern period, rather than older historical materials. (I believe 
she said that their library collection includes contemporary newspapers from the region, and even 
comics.)   
Annual Meeting, June 27:  Erin Gratz and Helen Clements attended the face-to-face meeting of 
the RR&B committee at Annual.  We discussed in broad terms the mission and future of the 
committee.  One suggestion would be to make RR&B a part of the Publications committee in 
order to have better coordination.  Further discussion indicated that this could make the work of 
Publications more complicated.  Moreover, having a number of identifiable committees gives 
ANSS members more opportunities to volunteer.  Therefore,  Clements believes that it will be 
more effective for the two committees to maintain close contact but remain separately.   

Respectfully submitted, 
Helen Clements, July 13, 2015 


