
ANSS Review and Planning Committee Minutes 

Monday, January 25, 2016, 1:00 PT, Midwinter Virtual Meeting via WebEx 

Attendees:  Miriam Rigby, Wade Kotter, Beth Sheehan, Helen Clements, Erin Gratz (Chair), Carolyn 

McCallum  

The 2016 ALA Midwinter meeting for the ANSS Review and Planning Committee was held virtually. 

The meeting began with a review of the committee’s charge: to vet initiatives before they are presented to 

the ANSS Executive Board. 

The following old business topics were discussed: 

1. Archiving ANSS documents – Prior to meeting, Beth Sheehan emailed a draft list of archival 

procedures to the committee which addressed important ANSS documents that needs saving and 

specifically who or which committee is maintaining and archiving these documents. Wade Kotter 

commented that the Review and Planning Committee developed an archiving policy in the past 

but has since disappeared from the ANSS web site. The Secretary was responsible for emailing 

Chairs and gathering physical documents to send to the ALA Archives located at the University 

of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. With the shift from paper to digital, documents are now posted 

in different places, and material gaps are present in the ALA Archives.  

Minutes and agendas are submitted to ACRL. Beth will contact Megan Griffin to see what 

happens with those documents after they are submitted to her. Is there an overlap of procedures 

between ANSS and ACRL?  

Per Beth, the ALA Archives scraped ANSS’s web site for documents to help the section close 

gaps in its retention of documents, but this is not a sustainable method. The section needs to 

determine how best to collect new content to send to the archives. It was suggested and agreed 

upon that the Secretary and Editor of ANSS’s web site should be the two individuals responsible 

for funneling pertinent documents to the archives. Beth will post clear directives on how and 

when documents should be posted to the archives. Checks and balances (e.g. will Secretary be 

notified once documents have been submitted and/or posted) also need to be considered. 

The committee will make the recommendation that, after each Midwinter and Annual meeting, 

required ANSS documents will be posted or sent to the ALA Archives. This recommendation will 

be brought before the February 2, 2016 virtual Executive Committee meeting and voted on 

tentatively. 

2. Two Executive meetings at Annual – Miriam Rigby stated only one Executive meeting will be 

held at Annual and it will take place on Monday morning. Wade suggested that this new meeting 

schedule be evaluated to see if it works well or not. 

 

3. Assessment of virtual Midwinter – Miriam noted that with all the meetings there have been, she 

thought things were going well. Beth noticed more participation at virtual meetings than in face-

to-face meetings. Per Wade, 23 individuals (many from the Boston area) attended the ANSS 

social. 

 

4. Student scholarships – The issue was brought up at the Executive Committee meeting at ALA 

Annual 2015. Not much money remains in ANSS budget, and the section is not allowed to 

sponsor them. Miriam contacted ACRL and was told that the section could contribute to the 



ACRL scholarship fund, but there was no guarantee that an ANSS interested recipient would be 

awarded the scholarship. 

 

5. ANSS program at Annual 2016 – Miriam also mentioned that due to a program cancelation at 

ALA Annual 2016, the ANSS forum is now a program again. The section will need to allot $300 

for food for the program. 

The following new business topics were discussed: 

1. ANSS membership – Wade announced the section now has 503 members, a 25% increase. Most 

are members with memberships ranging 1-5 years, but this segment of membership tends to drop 

once it enters 6-10 years of membership longevity (i.e. 40% to 18%). The Membership 

Committee is looking to offer more support for its newest members in hopes of retaining its 

membership numbers. The committee discussed the possibility of holding a focus group of people 

in the 1-5 years group at Annual as well as hosting a pre-ANSS 101 meeting where new members 

can learn about the various committees of ANSS and how they can become more active in the 

section. Membership will be polled via ANSS-L to gage interest in these proposed activities. 

 

2. Sociological databases – Helen Clements reported that the Resource Review Committee will be 

writing an article on Sociological Index and Sociological Abstracts. Miriam suggested an 

informal poll be taken of ANSS members asking which database is preferred over the other and 

which is most taught to undergraduates. The stats, albeit unscientific, will provide meaningful 

information to ANSS members. 

 

3. Volunteering for committees – Helen stated that an email will be sent to committee chairs, who 

are rolling off, to see if they are interested in continuing their appointment as chair. After 

contacting the committee chairs, she will email committee members, who are rolling off, to see if 

they are interested in continuing on their respective committees as well.   

 

4. New publications – Helen also stated that the Publications Committee will inquire about new 

publications written by members of ANSS and will report that information in the Currents 

newsletter. 

Meeting adjourned at 4:50 pm. 

 

Minutes recorded by Carolyn McCallum  


