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Digital scholarship is rapidly evolving, and many research centers encompass both digital 
humanities and digital social sciences.  The Anthropology and Sociology Section co-sponsored 
Magical Digital Encounters of the Social Science Kind with the Women and Gender Studies 
Section and the Digital Humanities Interest Group.  Two presenters, Michael Simeone, Director 
of the Nexus Lab for Digital Humanities (Arizona State University), and Kathy Weimer, Head of 
the Kelley Center for Government Information, Data, and Geospatial Services (Rice University) 
shared how digital scholarship, the social sciences, and academic libraries intersect.  
 
Simeone discussed what he stated are three trends that matter to researchers: “Texts, Networks, 
and People.”  Researchers, said Simeone, will often approach him without a hypothesis.  They 
have mountains of data they want to explore – to visualize, see connections, trends, and 
networks.  The visualization, says Simeone, provides people with “multiple ways into the data.”  
When managing digital projects, Simeone advocated for creating partnerships and “connecting 
expertise.” 
 
Weimer spoke on “Place, Space, and Geography in Digital Scholarship,” challenging the 
audience to “think about space in scholarship.”  She called for spacial literacy in library 
instruction, and for the library to take advantage of its central location to connect digital tools 
with researcher needs.  Weimer also discussed the initiative at the GeoHumanities Special 
Interest Group to develop protocols for a peer review process for digital scholarship. 
 
As a way for librarians to get more involved in digital scholarship, Simeone recommends going 
to an intensive, hands-on institute such as THATCamp or HILT, and then joining a project as a 
partner.  Weimer said to be an observer and “get into the discipline.”  She suggests going to non-
library conferences, attending faculty colloquiums, and seeing what faculty are exploring and 
want to understand.  Finally, both stated that everything digital is collaborative and to partner 
with others who know more.   
 
Reported by Daniel Schoonover for the Conference Program Planning Committee 

http://nexuslab.org/
https://library.rice.edu/gov
http://geohumanities.org/
http://geohumanities.org/
http://thatcamp.org/
http://www.dhtraining.org/hilt2016/

