
ANSS Membership Committee – Minutes 

Virtual Meeting – ALA Midwinter -- 2016 

Monday, January 4, 2015 – 4:00 pm EST 

 

Attendance: Jill Conte (co-chair), Jenny Bowers, Robin Canuel, Wade Kotter (co-chair),Rebekah Lee, Louisa 

McMurray, Linda Muroi, Wayne Sanders, Jessica Zieman 

Visitors: Helen Clements, Miriam Rigby, Tom Durkin 

 

1. Welcomes and introductions were exchanged. 

 

2. The committee reviewed the latest ANSS Membership Statistics. As of November, 2015, ANSS had 507 

personal members, an increase of 101 (24.88 %) over the count of 406 members in November 2015. Over 

the same period, ACRL membership rose only about 2% and ALA membership declined. It was suggested 

that one possible reason for this dramatic growth was the change that allowed ACRL members to join as 

many sections as they wish without any additional charge. Wade also reported that as of January 4, 2016, 

the ANSS Facebook page at 495 likes, ANSS had 196 followers on Twitter, and ANSS-L had 560 

subscribers. In addition, in December 2015, the ANSS web page was viewed 1,005 times by 483 visitors. 

 

3. The committee reviewed a report prepared by Wade and Jill concerning the results of the 2015 ACRL 

membership survey as they relate to ANSS. One result that attracted particular interest is that 40% of the 

ANSS members who completed the survey indicated that they have been members for only 1-5 years. The 

committee agreed that we should develop some ideas/programs to help strengthen retention for this group 

since the numbers in the 6-10 year group showed a significant drop (from 40% to 18%). Suggestions 

included conducting a focus group prior to or during Annual 2016 (possibly online) and/or doing a webinar 

in the same time frame similar to the ANSS 101 webinar held before Annual 2014. The committee agreed 

to continue this discussion online and, as our plans for such activities mature, that we survey people in the 

target group to see which of these activities would be of most interest and potential value to them. In 

addition, the committee reviewed recommendations made by the firm who conducted the ACRL 

membership survey. Two of these recommendations seemed of most interest to the committee: 1) 

conducting an environmental scan of the ANSS membership; and 2) giving more attention to mentoring 

in the section. Wade and Jill will share these recommendations with the ANSS Executive Committee. 

 

4. In addition to the activities mentioned above, the committee briefly discussed additional membership 

promotion ideas. Wade noted that the ANSS brochure is now available on the ANSS web page and 

encouraged members to print copies to distribute at local/regional library conferences and share with 

students at local library schools. The committee also agreed that contacting subject librarians at institutions 

in the region where ALA conferences are being held to let them know of ANSS activities would be a great 

idea. Wade and Jill will send out reminders of these ideas to the committee prior to Annual 2016 in 

Orlando. 

 

5. Wade reminded the committee that we will be responsible for a social during Annual 2016 in Orlando and 

asked if anyone was willing to volunteer to assist with finding a location and making reservations. No one 

on the committee is familiar with the Orlando area, but Rebekah and Linda said they are willing to help 

Wade and Jill explore some of our options. 

 

6. Meeting adjourned at 5:00 pm EST. 

 

Minutes recorded by Wade Kotter. 


