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1. Introduction of members and guests: Spencer Acadia, Katie Anderson, Helen Clements, Jill 

Conte, Mark Emmons, Erin Gratz, Wade Kotter, Triveni Kuchi, Anne Larrivee, Pauline Manaka, 

Carolyn McCallum (recorder), Erin Pappas, Miriam Rigby, Priscilla Seaman, Beth Sheehan, Rui 

Wang, Sally Weimer. 

 

2.  Approval of agenda: Anne Larrivee made a motion to approve the agenda. Katie Anderson 

seconded the motion. 

 

3. Approval of minutes of Annual 2015 meeting in San Francisco, CA: One correction is needed 

in the first sentence of item 5.2. Sentence should read “contact Susan with any feedback” (i.e. 

replace the word and with any). Also, in item 6.11, Naimh Wallace’s name is misspelled. Helen 

Clements made a motion to approve the corrected minutes. Erin Gratz seconded the motion. 

Minutes approved pending changes as described.  

 

4. Announcements and reminders: Per Miriam Rigby, minutes from this Midwinter’s ANSS 

committee meetings and discussion groups are due February 16. Articles for Currents will be 

due later as determined by the Publications Committee. 

 

5. ACRL / ALA Reports 
5.1 ACRL Leadership Council (Miriam Rigby / Helen Clements): Miriam and Helen 

were both present at the ACRL Leadership Council. The Plan for Excellence was 

examined, and changes in wording (not significant) were made to make document 

statements into actionable objectives. The Plan is being referred back to committee, and 

an updated draft will be available at Annual 2016. Committee is looking to involve other 

accredited ALA programs to aid in meeting some of the goals outlined in the Plan for 

Excellence. 

 

The ACRL 2017 conference will be held in Baltimore and will have the nautical theme 

“At the Helm.” Registration opens in May. The organization is working on offering more 

scholarships by holding a fundraiser. ANSS is welcome to contribute to the scholarships 

from its budget. Springshare is providing all ACRL sections free access to LibGuides, 

although there is no information on how long this free access will last. 

 

5.2. ACRL Board (Susan Barnes Whyte): An oversight was made in not extending Ms. 

Whyte an invitation to speak with the Executive Committee. 

 

6. ANSS Committee and Discussion Group Reports 



6.1 Instruction and Information Literacy Committee (IILC) (Priscilla Seaman / Rui 

Wang): Priscilla reported the committee’s virtual meeting was held on January 22 and 

eleven members attended. Guest attendee Nancy Fawley spoke on how committees, 

specifically Women and Gender Studies (WGS) and Journalism, are transitioning from 

standards to the framework. Threshold concepts are used by WGS. Nancy Fawley 

reported that the framework will be the accepted model going forward. Elizabeth Fox will 

investigate incorporating the criminal justice disciplinary association into the IILC’s 

work. Rui Wang and Tony Stamatoplos are working with ASA and AAA respectively on 

incorporating the associations’ disciplinary standards into the framework.   

 

Wade Kotter asked about the creation of a repository to deposit materials about the 

framework. Erin Gratz commented a repository on ANSS’ web site was not created due 

to a lack of available content. Ann Larrivee stated that ACRL is funding subject guides 

for sections, and it might be worth investigating the creation of a toolkit instead of a 

repository. 

6.2 Conference Program Planning (CPP) 2016, Orlando (Anne Larrivee / Deborah 

Margolis): Anne, committee co-chair, reported the originally planned forum has been 

accepted and upgraded to a program by ACRL, who will provide funding for speaker 

transportation to program. ANSS will have to either use budget funds or obtain vendor 

sponsorship to purchase refreshments for the event. Unsure if program will be held in 

morning or afternoon, but Orlando catering menus have been consulted to gage costs. 

Program’s title is “Magical Digital Encounters of the Social Science Kind.” Michael 

Simeone from Arizona State will be the non-librarian speaker, and the committee is still 

in the process of obtaining a librarian to speak at program. Committee also looking to 

sponsor a tour of the Ripley’s Library before the ANSS Social. Transportation to library 

is being investigated. It was suggested the CPP consider teaming up with Membership 

Committee. 

6.3 Conference Program Planning (CPP) 2017, Chicago (Helen Clements): Helen 

reported that she is in the process of finding volunteers for the 2017 Conference Program 

Planning Committee. 

6.4 Liaison Committee (Katie Anderson): Katie reported that Maud Mundava, liaison 

to ASA, had to step down. Committee is looking for liaisons to ASA and the Academy of 

Criminal Justice Sciences (ACJS) and is in the process of consolidating the liaison blogs 

into 1 blog. In the consolidated blog, liaisons will tag their posts with their respective 

association’s name to whom they liaise.  

 

Anne Larrivee mentioned that former ALA President Camila Alire is facilitating one of 

the sessions for Higher Education at the Society for Applied Anthropology, and this 

session will be focused on libraries. 

6.5 Membership Committee (Wade Kotter / Jill Conte): Wade reported on the latest 

membership stats (507 in November, 503 in December). A 25% increase over last year’s 

numbers. Most are members with memberships ranging 1-5 years, but this segment of 

membership tends to drop once it enters 6-10 years of membership longevity (i.e. 40% to 

18%). The committee is looking to offer more support for its newest members in hopes of 

retaining them. They discussed the possibility of holding an informal focus group of 

members in the 1-5 years group at Annual as well as hosting a pre-ANSS 101 meeting 



(possibly a webinar) where new members can learn about the various committees of 

ANSS and how they can become more active in the section. Membership will be polled 

via ANSS-L to gage interest in these proposed activities. 

 

Committee has looked at recommendations from the 2015 ACRL membership survey and 

are considering conducting an environmental scan of ANSS’s membership and 

investigating mentoring. Membership promotional ideas include: utilizing social media, 

distributing ANSS brochures at regional conferences and inviting attendees to our social 

and programs at ALA. Planning for the social at Annual 2016 is underway; committee is 

considering a restaurant near Universal Studios. Letters to individuals whose membership 

has lapsed have been sent. Twenty-three people attended the social at Midwinter. 

6.6 Nominating Committee (Pauline Manaka): Pauline reported the committee sent 

ACRL its ballot on January 28. Katie Anderson and Anne Larrivee are running for Vice 

Chair / Chair Elect, and Rui Wang and Mary-Michelle Moore are running for Member at 

Large. 

6.7 Publications Committee (Beth Sheehan): Prior to meeting Beth emailed web stats 

for 2015 which showed an increase in traffic and views from visitors to ANSS’s web site 

as well as more Facebook “likes.” For the upcoming issue of Currents, Hailey Mooney, 

Louisa McMurray, and Jaimie Beth Colvin will be the editors. Deadlines for this issue are 

as follows: article submission, March 28; editing, April 12; and production, April 25. Per 

Beth, the committee is investigating having Currents and other publications indexed by 

Google Scholar; this topic will be discussed more at Annual 2016. Erin Pappas will be 

replacing Beth as web editor after Annual, and Allison Ringness will be helping with co-

editorship responsibilities. 

 

Miriam stated that she has been looking at a university repository for housing ANSS 

publications. A “.edu” is required in order to index on Google. 

 

Pauline inquired about writing an article on Joyce Ogburn, who was nominated for an 

ACRL award but didn’t win it. Beth suggested that Pauline write and submit the article 

for the next issue of Currents. The Publications Committee wants to include more 

features about ANSS members 

6.8 Resource Review & Bibliography Committee (Helen Clements): Helen reported 

the committee’s virtual meeting had some technical problems, and a second meeting will 

be held. Three articles for the spring issue of Currents have been lined up. An article on 

altmetrics will be written by Celia Emmelhainz. Spencer Acadia will write on Ambrose’s 

streaming video collection. Nancy Skipper and Sue McFadden will co-author an article 

comparing SocINDEX and Sociological Abstracts. An EHRAF article for the fall issue 

will be discussed. 

6.9 Review & Planning Committee (R&PC) (Erin Gratz): Erin reported the R&PC 

discussed the digital archiving policy written by Beth Sheehan at its January 25th virtual 

meeting held. Additionally, only one Executive meeting will be held at Annual, and 

awarding ANSS student scholarships is not possible with ACRL funds. 

 

Beth, who emailed an amended digital archiving policy prior to the Executive Committee 

virtual meeting, went over the policy. The amended policy addressed requesting 



corrections to existing archival records as well as access restrictions to content. She stated 

that beginning in 2005, gaps in ANSS’s records in ALA’s institutional repository 

(ALAIR) has grown due to nonsubmission of relevant documents. She is waiting to hear 

feedback regarding the policy from Megan Griffin at ACRL. When asked, Executive 

Committee members offered no changes and/or additions to be made to the policy. Wade 

made the motion to accept the policy pending review from Megan. Helen seconded the 

motion. A vote was taken, and it was unanimously agreed to accept the policy. 

6.10 Subject & Bibliographic Access Committee (SBAC) (Carolyn McCallum): 

Carolyn reported topics for cataloging Q&A had been scheduled for the period of January 

2016 – June 2016. Wayne Sanders provided an update on his compilation of new Library 

of Congress subject headings. The SBAC will send out a message on ANSS-L inviting 

people to give feedback on how the committee can help the greater ANSS community. 

Discussion on who’s rolling off the committee after Annual 2016 and who’s interested in 

being the next SBAC Chair occurred. 

6.11 Anthropology Librarians Discussion Group (Erin Pappas / Niamh Wallace): On 

behalf of Erin, Miriam reported the group’s activities. Juliann Couture (ANSS/ACRL-

AAA liaison) and Marcel La Flamme, managing editor of Cultural Anthropology, led a 

discussion about open access, collection development, models of scholarly publishing, 

and institutional initiatives. The discussion group was held via WebEx and approximately 

10 people attended. There are future plans to connect the scholarly society and ACRL by 

way of Twitter chat and other ongoing social media outlets, as well as at future 

conferences. 

6.12 Criminal Justice / Criminology Librarians Discussion Group (Rosalind Fielder-

Giscombe): Discussion group did not meet for Midwinter 2016. No representation at 

Executive Committee to speak on behalf of the group. 

 

Wade stated the Review & Planning Committee needs to discuss this matter as there has 

not be an active discussion group for some time. Priscilla commented that members from 

the IILC are interested in joining the group. 

6.13 Sociology Librarians Discussion Group (Jill Conte / Susan Silver): Jill had to 

leave before she got a chance to report. Per her notes that she typed in chat box: At the 

request of the IILC, a discussion was held on the implications of the new framework for 

information literacy for sociology instruction. They talked about how to incorporate 

threshold concepts into instruction, identified potential resources for doing so, and 

lamented the challenges of working with the new framework. The IILC talked about 

following up on these discussions and some of the issues that were raised by collecting 

instruction plans that incorporate the framework and possibly creating a resource 

“library” for ANSS members. 

 

7. ANSS Business 
7.1 ANSS Budget (Miriam Rigby): Miriam reported ANSS’s budget for 2016 is $1018, 

and so far no monies have been spent. The section should be able to fund the Ripley’s 

Library trip, and we can hold $150 in reserve for liaison reimbursement. 

7.2. Other ANSS Business 

7.2.1 Liaison Reports AAA and ASA (Juliann Couture): Juliann was not 

present at the Executive Committee meeting. 



 

8. Other Business 
8.1 Vote on funding for ANSS Forum at ALA Orlando: Wade made a motion to 

approve funding for the newly approved ANSS program (formerly forum), and other 

committee needs (e.g. Ripley Library trip, brochure printing). Pauline seconded the 

motion. A majority of the remaining committee members (several members had to leave 

virtual meeting early) voted to approve the motion. 

8.2 ACRL Vice-Presidential Candidates may give 5 minute talks: Per Miriam, Cheryl 

Middleton was interested in speaking to the ANSS Executive meeting, but wasn’t able to 

make our timeframe. 

 

Mark Emmons (University of New Mexico) did speak to committee. He was on the 

ACRL Board that developed the Plan for Excellence. He’s interested in adding a 4th 

direction to the Plan—building capacity for ACRL as our careers and the landscape 

changes. He asked for recommendations that ACRL should turn their attention to. 

Recommendations from Executive Committee members included: 

 

1. Places to archives our documents.  

2. Mechanism that better tracks individuals’ career paths and professional retention.  

3. Generate comprehensive report about librarian faculty status. 

Mark commented that ACRL’s free access to Springshare’s LibGuides is not a pilot, but 

he doesn’t know if it’s permanent. 

8.3 Other Business: Helen reminded everyone that the deadline for submitting the 

committee interest form is February 5th. There are approximately 30 ANSS members 

whose terms will expire. There is a 5 year term limit to serving on a committee.  

 

 

 

 

Meeting adjourned at 11:41 am PST. 

 

 

 

 


