
ANSS Executive Committee Meeting Minutes 
Anthropology and Sociology Section, Association of College & Research Libraries 

American Library Association 
2017 ALA Annual Meeting, Chicago, Illinois 

Monday, June 26, 2017—8:30 am-10 am at the Hilton Chicago, Conference Room 4C  
 

 
1. Introduction of members and guests: Katie Anderson, Mimmo Bonanni, Helen Clements, Jill 

Conte, Juliann Couture, Ilka Datig, Diane Fulkerson, Kelly Jacobsma, Heidi Johnson, Anne 
Larrivee, Carolyn McCallum (recorder), Hailey Mooney, Rachael Muszkiewicz, Priscilla 
Seaman, Miriam Rigby, Susan Silver, Susan Smith, Susan Barnes Whyte, Sally Wilson Weimer. 
 

2.  Approval of agenda: Agenda was approved. Discussion about the Midwinter social was an 
added item to the agenda. 

 
3. Approval of minutes for 2017 Midwinter meeting held virtually: Minutes were approved.   

 
4. ACRL Board (Susan Barnes Whyte): Susan reported that beginning in June 2018 there will be 

a complete revamping of ALA’s conferences, although she’s not sure what it will resemble. 
Possibly committees will be scheduled on Friday, and programming will be reserved for the 
weekend. The conference will be more condensed and less spread out geographically. 
 
ACRL is considering making Annual meetings/programming virtual as some sections are leaning 
towards that model. Susan polled Executive Committee members present on their thoughts about 
the idea. Comments from members included: a lack of technical support to conduct hybrid 
meetings (i.e. combined face-to-face and virtual meeting) at Annual and meeting during Annual 
builds membership and camaraderie among a section’s members. 
 
The hubbub surrounding the IL Framework has died down. 
 
Susan is rolling off as ACRL Board liaison, and she introduced Kelly Jacobsma, the incoming 
Board liaison, to the Executive Committee. 
 

5. ANSS 101 and LibGuides: Topic was discussed at the Review and Planning Committee 
meeting. It was mentioned that the program and its content (e.g. mission statement and section’s 
history, structure, and officers; membership statistics; how to join; committee descriptions; 
projects being worked on; etc.) may possibly be distributed in a LibGuide with embedded video 
clips. The program could then be posted on the ANSS website and social media channels. 
 
The question arose whether a separate LibGuide was needed for ANSS 101 or does the section’s 
Publications Committee need to just enhance the ANSS website. There has been discussion on 
seeking a new website host provider (e.g. Bluehost, as suggested by Anne Larrivee) and updating 
our site’s appearance to look sleeker as opposed to the blog-like appearance/format of our site 
which is currently hosted on WordPress. Anne wants to talk with RUSA (Reference & User 
Services Association), who recently have updated their website. Moving away from WordPress 



would also allow ANSS to create a new domain name and remove “WordPress” from its current 
one. Per Anne, web hosting costs $50-60/year and would need to come out of ANSS’s budget.  
Jill Conte suggested talking with PPIRS (Politics, Policy, and International Relations Section), a 
section who recently went under a rebranding. 
 
It was recognized that an examination of the form and function of the ANSS website is needed. 
Additionally, it was proposed to advertise to the ANSS membership that the section is looking 
for a member with technical/website skills who would be interested managing the section’s 
website instead of passing the responsibility along to an already overtasked committee member. 
The question arose as to which committee should take the lead in handling these matters. 
Membership Committee or should a task force be established with representation from different 
committees? A vote was called and the task force idea passed. The task force will be known as 
the Website Revitalization Task Force. It was noted that Allison Ringness, who is on the 
Publications Committee and is currently the ANSS website master, should be on the task force. It 
was suggested to poll and ask for task force volunteers from relevant committees. 
 
The question then arose, “Is ANSS 101 still needed?” One response was there should be a link 
on the website that is geared to someone new and could point to the LibGuide. Another response 
was to forgo moving off to a different platform (i.e. LibGuide) because duplication of content 
may be difficult; instead, just align and streamline the site’s content. The task force would be 
responsible for hammering out these details.   
 

6. ANSS Committee and Discussion Group Reports 
6.1 Instruction and Information Literacy Committee (Priscilla Seaman): Priscilla 
reported there are 10 individuals on the committee and 6 attended the All-Committees 
Meeting. The committee has spent 3 years reviewing and analyzing the Framework, and 
in the upcoming year, they will begin drafting a document. With differences in the 3 
disciplines, they pondered whether there should be 3 separate docs or a single 
overarching document. The committee is leaning towards a single document with 
examples for the 3 disciplines. The committee will be having a virtual meeting. Their 
plans are to draft a document ahead of time to take back to disciplinary faculty and 
request feedback from them. Liaisons have reached out to their respective associations. 
6.2 Conference Program Planning 2018, New Orleans (Susan Smith): Susan reported 
that the committee met virtually, and programming proposals are due soon. It’s possible 
ANSS will be hosting another joint program with PPIRS.   
6.3 Conference Program Planning 2017, Chicago (Heidi Johnson): Heidi reported 150 
attendees were at the “Protest and Preservation” program. Gifts for the speakers and door 
prizes were distributed. Robert Camina’s film Upstairs Inferno was screened at Annual. 
6.4 Liaison Committee (Katie Anderson): Katie reported liaisons are in place for the 3 
disciplines represented by ANSS. Melissa Chomintra is the new liaison to the Academy 
of Criminal Justice Sciences (ACJS). 
 
Anne Larrivee proposed ANSS liaisons develop professional relationships with 
international librarians with the idea of possibly hosting a webinars. Hailey Mooney 
stated ACRL has liaisons to IFLA (International Federation of Library Associations and 



Institutions). ANSS would need a supporting group to sponsor a webinar. Helen 
Clements commented that our section has 2 members who are involved in IFLA.  
 
It was brought up that ACRL Liaison funding is not guaranteed, and that the ANSS 
stipend might need reevaluating. 
6.5 Membership Committee (Jill Conte): Jill reported ANSS now has 600+ members. 
The committee has devised a new membership survey but will delay sending it out for a 
month. At the joint ANSS/PPIRS social which was sponsored by HeinOnline, 17 ANSS 
members were in attendance. 
 
The topic of whether to continue the Midwinter social was raised. With few attendees, 
they are becoming more difficult to plan. Conference location may be a factor, although 
the 2016 Midwinter social held in Boston was well attended. The idea of hosting a social 
with another ACRL section and continuing to meet up for lunch during the ACRL 
Conference was well received by Executive Committee members. ANSS should contact 
other sections’ membership committees to see if they’re interested in hosting a joint 
social with us. To gage interest in a Midwinter social, the Membership Committee could 
query ANSS members via our listserv right before early bird conference registration 
closes or conduct a poll on the ANSS Facebook page. 
6.6 Nominating Committee (Miriam Rigby): Miriam reported that Jill Conte and 
Carolyn McCallum would be running for Vice Chair / Chair Elect. The committee is still 
looking for individuals to agree to run for Member at Large. 
6.7 Publications Committee (Mimmo Bonanni): The committee met virtually on June 
13, 2017. Mimmo reported the section’s social media, website and listserv statistics for 
2017: 
 
• Facebook: 682 likes, 673 follows 
• Twitter: 220 followers 
• ANSS website hosted by Wordpress: 8,717 views/5,433 visitors 
• ANSS-L: 580 subscribers, no major changes in membership 

Mimmo also commented that he and Sue McFadden, Chair of the Resource Review & 
Bibliography Committee, discussed article possibilities for the Fall 2017 issue of ANSS 
Currents at the All-Committees Meeting. Erin Pappas will continue moderating ANSS-L. 
Jaimie Beth Colvin is transitioning off the committee as co-editor of Currents. A search 
for a new co-editor will begin.  
6.8 Resource Review & Bibliography Committee (Sue McFadden): The committee 
will meet virtually sometime after Annual. The meeting date has yet to be determined.   
 
At the All-Committees Meeting, Sue discussed with Mimmo Bonanni, Chair of the 
Publications Committee, article possibilities for the upcoming Fall 2017 issue of 
Currents.  
6.9 Review & Planning Committee (Miriam Rigby): Topics covered during the All-
Committees Meeting included ANSS 101, using LibGuides for content, updating the look 
and maintenance of the ANSS website (see Section 5 of the Minutes for details). Helen 
Clements reported that Beth Sheehan is trying to find a place to archive the section’s 



documents. Anne Larrivee commented that she is interested in finding individuals who 
would be willing to conduct webinars on various topics for professional development 
(e.g. online lightning talks from 3-5 individuals). She also reported that in ACRL’s 
leadership council a discussion arose concerning the renaming of sections and 
committees. Anne suggested that ANSS should consider including criminal 
justice/criminology in its section name. 
 
The idea of creating an award or scholarship in honor of Pauline Manaka was discussed. 
Possibilities included a research award or an award in an area for which Pauline was 
passionate (e.g. instruction, social justice). Issues on this matter needing further 
exploration include:  
 

• Would the award be monetary or a plaque? 
• An ANSS ad hoc or an awards committee would need to be established to 

evaluate nominees. Additionally, criteria for the award itself needs to be 
established and drafted. 

• Could the liaison stipend, which has not been used by the liaisons, be used to fund 
this new award or scholarship?  

6.10 Subject & Bibliographic Access Committee (Shonn Haren): On behalf of Shonn, 
Helen Clements reported that the topics for cataloging Q&A had been scheduled for the 
remainder of 2017. At the All-Committees Meeting, Shonn indicated additional 
committee members were needed as 3 members would be rolling off after Annual.   
6.11 Anthropology Librarians Discussion Group (Rachael Muszkiewicz): Rachael 
reported 20 individuals attended the discussion in which the following questions were 
explored: 
 

• What is it about anthropology/archaeology that makes it particularly suited to 
strengthen critical thinking/information literacy skills in undergraduate students? 

• How might one use anthropology to challenge the idea of alternative facts or fake 
news? 

6.12 Criminal Justice / Criminology Librarians Discussion Group (Diane 
Fulkerson): Diane reported 10-12 people attended the discussion which centered on 
using and tweaking the IL Framework for criminal justice instruction. Attendees shared 
what they did in their instruction with students (i.e. what worked and what didn’t work).   
6.13 Sociology Librarians Discussion Group (Susan Silver): Susan reported a Proquest 
representative came to the meeting and discussed the Sociological Abstracts database 
with attendees. 
 

7. Liaison Reports 
7.1 Juliann Couture, AAA: Juliann reported she is working with a subset of the AAA 
Publications Committee, of which she is a part, to create a taxonomy with Wiley for 
AnthroSource. 



7.2 Hailey Mooney, ASA: Hailey reported that she attended a Sage sponsored dinner in 
which she discussed different publishing models that support Open Access. She said Sage 
is open to working with libraries in this area. 
    

8. ANSS Business 
7.1 Scholarship funding (Helen Clements): Helen reported there is some money left 
over that can be carried over and applied to a named scholarship for ACRL 2019. In 
order to have a named ANSS scholarship and for it to be awarded to an ANSS member 
(although the section has no say in who the recipient is), the section must contribute 
$750. Otherwise the money left over would be moved into the general ACRL fund. A 
motion to send forward this year’s leftover money towards the ANSS scholarship passed.  
 
Future ideas proposed were to create a research project award or a cash award for an 
individual to attend a conference. These ideas will need further exploration and 
discussion. 
 

9. Reminder: Per the agenda handout, committee chairs are to email their meeting minutes to Anne 
Larrivee by July 14, 2017 as well as their individual committee’s activities/efforts that relate to 
ACRL’s Plan for Excellence (PFE). 
 

 
 

 
Meeting adjourned at 10 am. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


