
ANSS Executive Committee Meeting Minutes 
Anthropology and Sociology Section, Association of College & Research Libraries 

American Library Association 
2016 ALA Annual Meeting, Orlando, Florida 

Monday, June 27, 2016—8:30 am-10 am at the Hilton Orlando, Room Clear Lake  
 

 
1. Introduction of members and guests: Katie Anderson, Helen Clements, Jill Conte, Tom 

Diamond, Richard Freeman, Erin Gratz, Wade Kotter, Anne Larrivee, Carolyn McCallum 
(recorder), Priscilla Seaman, Beth Sheehan, Susan Silver, Susan Barnes Whyte, Sally Willson 
Weimer. 
 

2.  Approval of agenda: Agenda was approved. 
 

3. Approval of minutes for 2016 Midwinter meeting held virtually: Minutes were approved.   
 

4. Announcements and reminders: Per Helen Clements, committee chairs are to email both she 
and Miriam Rigby by July 8, 2016 their individual committee’s activities/efforts that relate to 
ACRL’s Plan for Excellence (PFE).  

 
5. ACRL / ALA Reports 

5.1 ACRL Leadership Council (Helen Clements, Erin Gratz, and Anne Larrivee): 
All three attended the ACRL Leadership Council. The process of finishing up this version 
of the Plan for Excellence is underway. At Midwinter, two areas, “New Roles and 
Changing Landscapes” and “Research and Scholarly Environment” were tweaked. This 
document will be revisited each year. Helen reported that raw data from ACRL has been 
posted online regarding the Online Feedback Summary for ACRL Input to the ALA Task 
Force on the Future Context for Future Accreditation (ACRL AC16 LC Doc 3.0). Some 
of the areas addressed in the survey by respondents from ACRL’s membership included: 
 

• What is the field for which we will be accrediting graduate education in the 
future? A program’s content is of higher concern than a school’s name or the 
culminating degree. 

• What will the curriculum be that is offered by graduate LIS programs? The 
research environment is ever changing, and it is imperative to know how 
research is being conducted.  

A brief discussion followed by Executive Committee members. Erin Gratz commented 
that having breadth of knowledge is important, and one thing not considered in the 
document is diversity in our curriculum. Anne Larrivee stated there is a need to continue 
teaching philosophy and ethics of the profession, especially if one doesn’t have a library 
degree. Helen spoke on the importance of having practical experience via internships. 
 
Anne Larrivee provided a brief update to ACRL’s scholarship fundraising goal. ACRL 
would like to raise $745 per scholar from its 23 committees. So far, it has raised 60% of 



its $250,000 goal to fund new librarians to travel to ACRL in Baltimore. Erin mentioned 
that ANSS has $200 to put towards the fundraising goal, but no section is able to allocate 
funds to a specific or potential ANSS member. The ability to do so would benefit sections 
by helping to establish relationships with new member. Susan Barnes Whyte said she 
would take this concern to the Board. 
 
Anne also mentioned ANSS now has access to ACRL’s LibGuides platform. There is no 
limit to the number of LibGuides that ANSS can create, but we must be consistent in 
using the same custom ANSS banner, header/footer code area for all our guides. Megan 
Griffin can grant administrative privileges for up to 3 individuals.     
5.2. ACRL Board (Susan Barnes Whyte): Susan reported that incoming ACRL 
President Irene Herold has initiated a new committee, “Changing Landscape” which 
begins July 1, 2016 and will address the membership of non-library staff in ACRL. 
 
The Board voted to rescind IL standards. Many emails representing both sides were 
received, and next steps will be discussed. Attracting new membership to ACRL is 
becoming a challenge. Most of the sessions at the ACRL conference is about instruction 
or the Framework, instead of technical services or e-resources. Librarians are attending 
their more specialized conferences which is putting a dent in ACRL’s membership. 
 
A discussion was held with incoming ALA President Julie Todaro concerning the need 
for having a Midwinter conference. Anne Larrivee added that she heard vendors would 
provide more funding if there was only one ALA conference. Beth Sheehan inquired if 
there had been any thought or consideration on piggybacking ALA’s conference with 
ACRL’s. Susan will take this suggestion to the Board. 

 
6. ANSS Committee and Discussion Group Reports 

6.1 Instruction and Information Literacy Committee (IILC) (Priscilla Seaman): 
Priscilla reported 6 people attended IILC’s meeting where the committee’s goal, which is 
to build on their past success of parallel partnering with ANSS’s faculty liaison 
involvement in the section’s disciplinary organizations, was discussed (Rui Wang with 
ASA; Tony Stamatoplos with AAA; and Elizabeth Fox with Criminal Justice). The 
committee is working with the disciplinary sections on transitioning to the framework 
and have created a timeline of tasks. They are investigating their concrete paths to the 
framework, and IILC is watching the Women and Gender Studies (WGS) and Journalism 
sections, who are currently piloting the framework. IILC has set the date of July 2017 as 
their goal in which to make significant groundwork to replace standards and instead map 
toward the framework. 
6.2 Conference Program Planning (CPP) 2016, Orlando (Anne Larrivee): Anne, 
committee co-chair, reported the CPP did not meet in Orlando due to the committee’s 
scheduled program “Magical Digital Encounters of the Social Science Kind” at Annual.  
Michael Simeone discussed text analysis and Kathy Hart Weimer talked about GIS maps 
information. Per Anne, both speakers provided great incite about digital scholarship in 
the social sciences, and she will contact the speakers about obtaining their slides. No 
bibliography was provided. Around 100 people were in attendance for the program.  



6.3 Conference Program Planning (CPP) 2017, Chicago (Helen Clements): Helen 
reported that Katie Anderson and Anne Larrivee were present at the meeting with the 
committee’s new chair. The LPSS section will be contacted to see if they are interested in 
submitting a joint program proposal. One possible program idea is “How do we capture 
the contributions of individuals who do not have a spokesman on their behalf (e.g. 
prisoners, homeless, etc.)?” Investigate ideas from oral history (e.g. building upon the 
Haymarket Riot, social activism.) 
6.4 Liaison Committee (Katie Anderson): Katie reported a small group of two met, and 
the committee may meet virtually after annual if necessary. Hailey Mooney has been 
appointed the new ASA liaison. There are two strong applicants for the ACJS liaison 
position. Terms begin July 1, 2016. A consolidated liaison blog has now been set up on 
ANSS web. Liaisons can post whenever they want. Now that we will soon have all 3 
liaisons in place, the committee is considering about possibly sponsoring panels at ALA 
and ACRL. Funding appears to be adequate with ACRL picking up the tabs. 
6.5 Membership Committee (Wade Kotter / Jill Conte): Wade reported on the latest 
membership stats (527 in May). Sending out letters to individuals whose membership has 
lapsed has been productive. The ANSS social at Annual had 18 people in attendance; one 
new member came but could not locate the group. Wade attended ACRL 101 and spoke 
with a few individuals. Committee is thinking about hosting another ANSS 101 but may 
change the program’s name. Jill will follow up on acquiring a banner for ANSS after she 
speaks with a colleague. Jill would like to see the ANSS-L listserv being used more as a 
way to create community. She wants to try to get more chatter on ANSS-L to help people 
with their professional development (e.g. alerting the ANSS membership of individuals 
who have published). 
 
Stats reported to ACRL include: 
 

• Views to ANSS web site: 1501 views by 969 visitors 
• Twitter: 204 followers ; 3 tweets in preparation of Annual and Midwinter 
• FaceBook: 628 likes 

 
6.6 Nominating Committee: It was reported that the following positions are open: Vice 
Chair / Chair Elect, Secretary, and Member at Large. 
6.7 Publications Committee (Beth Sheehan): Beth reported she is rolling off the 
committee. Erin Pappas is now the sole Chair. Hailey Mooney is stepping down as one of 
the editors of Currents; the other 2 co-editors are not interested in stepping up to lead. 
Mimo Bonnani may be interested in joining the newsletter co-editorship team. Beth 
distributed copies of the ANSS Web, Facebook, and Twitter statistics summary for 
January 1-May 31, 2016 to those present at the meeting.  
6.8 Resource Review & Bibliography Committee (Helen Clements): Helen reported 
the committee will be scheduling a virtual meeting after Annual. An article comparing 
SocINDEX and Sociological Abstracts will appear in the fall issue of Currents. Susan 
Gilman from Harvard will be joining the committee. 
6.9 Review & Planning Committee (R&PC) (Erin Gratz): Erin reported that Beth 
Sheehan will organize a virtual meeting with Allison Ringness, Carolyn McCallum, and 



Erin Pappas to discuss implementation of the ANSS digital archiving policy and to set 
guidelines. Two new conveners have agreed to manage the Criminal Justice/Criminology 
Discussion Group. A new name for ANSS 101 was proposed. Two applicants are 
currently in the process of being reviewed for the ACJS Liaison. Erin suggested a call be 
extended on ANSS-L for members who have the passion and expertise to add ANSS 
content (e.g. toolkits) to ACRL’s LibGuides platform. Discussion on hosting 1 or 2 all 
committees meeting took place. Wade Kotter moved to pilot this new meeting model at 
2017 Annual. Erin seconded the motion with the motion passing unanimously by 
members of the Executive Committee. It is imperative when scheduling the all 
committees meeting(s) to ensure that they do not overlap with discussion groups’ times.    
6.10 Subject & Bibliographic Access Committee (SBAC) (Carolyn McCallum): 
Carolyn reported topics for cataloging Q&A had been scheduled for the period of July 
2016 – December 2016. Carolyn is rolling off the committee after Annual, and via email, 
Shonn Haren has agreed to be the next SBAC Chair. 
6.11 Anthropology Librarians Discussion Group: Wade Kotter reported on the 
presentation on visual anthropology by Dr. Richard Freeman. Dr. Freeman provided 
historical background on the topic and shared information about his own personal work 
in this area. He will post his slides on the ANSS conference page.  
6.12 Criminal Justice / Criminology Librarians Discussion Group: Helen Clements 
reported a number of people came to the discussion group, one being a tribal librarian. 
No convener was present, nor was there an organized topic. The discussion centered on 
how librarians handle issues on legal research. One of the new co-conveners was present 
taking notes. 
6.13 Sociology Librarians Discussion Group (Jill Conte / Susan Silver): Jill reported 
that a number of non-ANSS people came to hear about the data collected from the 
librarians’ salaries survey. The survey looked at librarians who are mothers and non-
mothers. Theories about why librarians who are mothers are paid more was discussed. 
The speaker will report his findings to ARL directors in October. 

  
A question was posed to the group about whether there is a master schedule for virtual 
meetings. This would enable the section for us to communicate better so that discussion 
groups won’t conflict with committee meetings. 

7. ANSS Business 
7.1 ANSS Budget (Helen Clements): Helen reported that she will be getting budget 
figures soon. 
7.2. Other ANSS Business: Anne Larrivee proposed the creation of an Executive 
Committee listserv. 

 
 

 
 
Meeting adjourned at 10 am. 
 
 
 
 


