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Are you curious about what ANSS (the Anthropology 
& Sociology Section, which includes Criminal 
Justice) is all about, its membership or what makes it 
tick, after all? Now is a great time to begin answering 
questions that you might have. While surprising, the 
2014 June conference is already around the corner. I 
am very glad to say, happy spring to all, and also: Las 
Vegas, watch out, here come the librarians!  

Some ANSS members communicated with Megan Griffin’s office (our ACRL 
Program Officer) at the membership level in March, gaining permission from 
ALA to send out a membership survey.  At another level, it was ANSS’s own 
Rui Wang who proposed initiating a membership outstanding librarian member 
award program. These have been encouraging ways from members to stay closer 
and connected! 

The ANSS Award: Please support Rui Wang who has written an outstanding 
librarian proposal for ANSS to adopt. So far, Rui Wang and Pauline Manaka
have been working with ACRL and are now at the point of sending out letters 
to solicit funding for the award.  An update will be provided at the executive 
committee meeting in June. Congratulations to Rui for a great job! 

Throughout the section’s activities ANSS members have embraced the ACRL 
Strategic Priorities: 2009-2013. Clearly, as seen from our programs above, we 
are able to endorse some with extra confidence at different stages of our 
committee work.  As, for instance, the Liaison committee has worked hardest 
with these two: 

• Build, endorse and support strong ANSS relations in higher education 

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR 
Pauline Manaka 
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• Strengthen ANSS connections in higher education 

The program plan for this year seems to have strong advocacy and leadership emphasis. Some press for reviewing the 
question of underrepresented groups in librarianship is implied.  

Thank you,  

Pauline D. Manaka 

 

ANSS PROGRAM AT ALA ANNUAL 2014 
SUPPORTING COMMUNITY TRANSFORMATION:  
BECOMING A COMMUNITY-ENGAGED ACADEMIC LIBRARY 

 
Headed to Las Vegas for the 2014 ALA Annual Conference? The ANSS Conference Planning Committee, in 
collaboration with the Education and Behavioral Sciences Section, invite you to join us for our conference program, 
“Supporting community transformation: Becoming a community-engaged academic library.” 

Why attend? 

• Hear from our featured speakers, Claytee White, Director of the Oral History Research Center at UNLV, and 
Patrick Griffis, Business Librarian at UNLV, about their community engagement projects.  

• Learn strategies to develop outreach and engagement programs designed to integrate service learning programs 
with information literacy efforts. 

• Take away innovative techniques for supporting collaborative service-learning projects to improve student 
education.  

• Leave with an awareness of the characteristics of successfully executed projects that demonstrate the value of 
community/library collaborations that may be replicated locally. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Saturday, June 28th  
1-2:30pm 

PRELIMINARY ANNUAL MEETING SCHEDULE 
Friday, June 27 
ANSS Social    
                      
Saturday, June 28 
Executive I  
Soc. Lib. Discussion  
Subject & Bib. Access 
Conf. Prgm. Planning 
(Las Vegas) 
Membership  
Publications 
Liaison 
Cri. Just. Lib. Discussion 
 

 
7:00-9:30pm 
 
 
8:30-10:00am 
10:30-11:30am 
10:30-11:30am 
10:30-11:30am 
 
1:00-2:30pm 
1:00-2:30pm 
3:00-4:00pm 
3:00-4:00pm 
 

Resource Rev. & Bib.  
Instruction & Info. Lit. 
 
Sunday, June 29 
Nominating 
Conf. Prgm. Planning 
(San Francisco)  
Review & Planning 
Anthro. Lib. Discussion  
 
Monday, June 30 
Executive II 

3:00-4:00pm 
4:30-5:30pm 
 
 
8:30-10:00am 
8:30-10:00am 
 
10:30-11:30am 
4:30-5:30pm 
 
 
8:30-10:00am 
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CONFERENCE PROGRAM PLANNING COMMITTEE – 
2015, SAN FRANCISCO 
Jill Conte and Rui Wang, Co-Chairs 
 
The Conference Program Planning Committee, 2015, 
San Francisco, held its Midwinter meeting in the 
Pennsylvania Convention Center on Sunday, January 
26th, from 8:30-9:30am. The charge for this committee 
is to choose a timely topic of interest to ANSS members 
in particular, and to a broad spectrum of ALA members 
in general; recruit expert speakers on this topic; and to 
present this program at the ALA Annual Conference to 
be held in San Francisco in 2015. September 1, 2014 is 
the deadline for program proposal submissions. Thus, 
the committee will work over the next seven months to 
develop an idea and write a proposal. During the 
meeting, the committee members brainstormed 
numerous program themes that related to the San 
Francisco area that would potentially be of interest to 
anthropologists, sociologists, and librarians. The 
members of the group each resolved to research San 
Francisco and reach out to librarian colleagues and 
faculty members from sociology or anthropology 
departments in the area that might know of or be 
engaged in interesting projects that could serve as 
possible program topics.  If you have ideas for possible 
themes or topics, please contact Jill Conte at 
jill.conte@nyu.edu or Rui Wang at 
wang1r@cmich.edu. 

INSTRUCTION AND INFORMATION LITERACY COMMITTEE 

 

The Instruction and Information Literacy Committee 
met virtually this winter to continue our work on 
reviewing and revising the Information Literacy 

Standards for Anthropology and Sociology Students. 
All ACRL-affiliated standards are subject to a 5-year 
review, and we have just completed ours. At ALA 
Annual 2013 in Chicago the committee agreed to 
forestall any major changes to these discipline-specific 
standards since ACRL is in the midst of a thorough 
reimagining of the main information literacy standards. 
At our Midwinter virtual meeting, then, we reviewed a 
set of minor edits to remove outdated references and 
clarify some language. These edits were shared with 
ANSS Executive Committee and with the broader 
membership through the ANSS-L listserv. The updated 
document has now been sent to our ACRL Standards 
and Accreditation Committee (SAC) liaison, Tony 
Garrett, for final review and approval. While the formal 
process is nearing completion, we expect the 
conversation about information literacy standards will 
continue guided by ACRL’s new Framework for 
Information Literacy. 

The committee also resolved that the best way to move 
forward with a proposed repository of teaching objects 
(e.g. lesson plans, worksheets) was to use an existing 
page of the ANSS website rather than create a separate 
blog or database. With the blessing of Executive 
Committee, we will expand the content on the Guides 
to Subject Literature page, which now holds links to 
subject guides and style guides. The committee 
welcomes feedback from the ANSS membership on 
how best to improve this page, and what types of 
teaching and learning aids would be most useful. 

Finally, the committee began looking toward the future. 
As Adam Beauchamp’s term as co-chair draws to an 
end, we seek volunteers to take his seat for a two-year 
term. Co-chair’s terms are staggered in this committee, 
so Rui Wang will continue as co-chair for another year. 
With that in mind, she proposed turning the 

Adam Beauchamp and Rui Wang, Co-Chairs 

     COMMITTEE REPORTS 

mailto:jill.conte@nyu.edu
mailto:wang1r@cmich.edu
http://www.ala.org/acrl/standards/anthro_soc_standards
http://www.ala.org/acrl/standards/anthro_soc_standards
http://acrl.ala.org/ilstandards/
http://acrl.ala.org/ilstandards/
http://anssacrl.wordpress.com/publications/guides/
http://anssacrl.wordpress.com/publications/guides/
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committee’s attention toward assessment next year. 
During our meeting, the committee discussed offering a 
program on assessment in discipline-specific 
information literacy instruction, perhaps at a future 
ALA conference. 

LIAISON COMMITTEE 

 

The Liaison Committee is happy to announce that there 
is no longer a conflict with the ACRL Liaison meeting 
which now allows our liaisons to attend the meetings as 
ex-officio members of the committee.  After learning 
that the ACRL Liaisons typically serve a three year 
term, the committee decided to change from the current 
two year term to the three year term to be in line with 
the ACRL Liaison term. This prompted a discussion on 
whether there are term limits and how to make sure the 
transition from liaison to liaison is smooth regarding 
communication, organization and documentation. We 
discussed the possibility of virtual meetings with 
liaisons in order for the liaisons to communicate their 
valuable work to the ANSS membership.  The 
committee is working on updating the call for liaisons 
and application as well as exploring possible liaison 
positions with associations for criminal justice and 
archaeology.  

The Liaison Committee co-sponsored a virtual meeting 
of liaisons with the Membership Committee: 

On March 12, 2014, ACRL ANSS hosted an ANSS 
Liaison Virtual Discussion Forum. Mandy Swygart-
Hobaugh, the ANSS liaison to the American 
Sociological Association (ASA), and Juliann Couture, 
the ANSS liaison to the American Anthropological 
Association (AAA), provided updates and discussed 
their roles. Juliann discussed her liaison activities with 
AAA and shared AAA’s teaching materials 
archive.  Mandy discussed her liaison activities and 
strategies, including data resources and her 
conversation with the ASA Director of publications 
regarding an open access journal initiative.  Mandy 
liaison activities are outlined in the Fall 2013 issue of 
ANSS Currents, pp. 7-9. 

ACRL – AMERICAN ANTHROPOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION 
LIAISON REPORT 

 

In my second year as ACRL Liaison to the American 
Anthropological Association (AAA), I have continued 
to focus on student learning and research and scholarly 
environment, areas of interest to both organizations. 

In November 2013, I attended the AAA Annual 
Meeting in Chicago, Illinois and one of my main goals 
was to participate in both formal and informal 
conversations surrounding scholarly communication, 
open access, and the ever evolving scholarly publishing 
model. These were popular topics at this year’s meeting 
and I attended sessions that dealt with themes ranging 
from issues facing journal editors to open access and 
political economy. Particularly, one session titled “The 
Future of Writing and Reading in the Digital and Open 
Access Eras” contained engaging papers and led to 
lively discussion among managing editors, librarians, 
and anthropologists in attendance. 

In attending these sessions and following the #aaa2013 
twitter feed, I connected with other attendees leading to 
informal discussions about the perception of open 
access and changes to scholarly publishing as viewed 
by anthropologists across institutions. Much of the 
conversation surrounded general misunderstandings 
regarding open access and scholarly communication, 
and, more specifically, how it is produced, valued and 
measured, and disseminated. These conversations at the 
national level highlight one role academic librarians can 
take on at the local campus level. 

I was invited to serve on the Committee on the Future 
of Print and Electronic Publishing (CFPEP) and my 
three year term began at the conclusion of the 2013 
Annual Meeting.  This committee’s purview includes 
examining the future of the publishing program and 
recommending changes and also includes the continued 
development of AnthroSource. While I am still a 
relatively new member of the committee, I welcome the 
opportunity to advocate for open dissemination and 
participate in the evolving publishing program. 

Katie Elson Anderson and Marilia Antunez 

Juliann Couture, University of Colorado Boulder 

http://www.aaanet.org/resources/Teaching-Materials-Search-Form.cfm
http://www.aaanet.org/resources/Teaching-Materials-Search-Form.cfm
http://anssacrl.wordpress.com/publications/currents/currents-vol28-no1/
http://anssacrl.wordpress.com/publications/currents/currents-vol28-no1/
http://aaa.confex.com/aaa/2013/webprogrampreliminary/Session7948.html
http://aaa.confex.com/aaa/2013/webprogrampreliminary/Session7948.html
http://aaa.confex.com/aaa/2013/webprogrampreliminary/Session7948.html
http://www.aaanet.org/cmtes/CFPEP.cfm
http://www.aaanet.org/cmtes/CFPEP.cfm
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Currently, the committee is working with Wiley to 
improve AnthroSource with the goal of increased 
functionality for anthropologists and researchers, which 
is set to launch in January 2015. 

AAA has taken some steps to make anthropological 
research more open including the launch of Open 
Anthropology, an online-only journal whose issues offer 
a selection of articles based on a timely theme. To 
explore the feasibility of an open access publishing 
program, CFPEP put a call out to the 22 AAA journals 
for volunteers to pilot an open access model. Cultural 
Anthropology was the only journal to express interest 
and February 2014 marks the journal’s first fully open 
access issue. For an excellent overview of Cultural 
Anthropology’s transition to OA check out Savage 
Minds interview with the managing editor, Tim 
Elfenbein. 

I continue to explore opportunities to connect with 
committees and members in AAA with interests related 
to student learning. I attended a variety of sessions 
related to anthropology and higher education, but many 
focused on teaching anthropology in distance learning 
programs or MOOCs. The Committee on Teaching 
Anthropology, a part of the General Anthropology 
Division, is one committee I continue to monitor to 
determine if there is a way to include information 
literacy instruction as part of a presentation or 
discussion. 

In March, Mandy Swygart–Hobaugh (ACRL ASA 
Liaison) and I participated in an ANSS discussion 
forum about our liaison work with our respective 
organizations. This provided us with an opportunity to 
share our work and hear from ANSS members. One 
goal I have for the upcoming year is to find additional 
ways to connect with ANSS members and share the 
information I gather through my AAA activities. I 
welcome feedback and suggestions on the type of 
information ANSS members would like to know about 
and the ways members would like that information 
shared. Please contact me at 
juliann.couture@colorado.edu with your ideas, 
comments, or suggestions. 

ACRL – AMERICAN SOCIOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION 
LIAISON REPORT 
Mandy Swygart-Hobaugh, Georgia State 
University 

Regrettably, I have had to resign from my ACRL-
American Sociological Association (ASA) Liaison 
position, which was to have lasted until 2015.  Due to 
shifting/added responsibilities in my present position 
toward a concentration in Data Services, I need to 
pursue involvement in the International Association for 
Social Science Information Services & Technology 
(IASSIST) and will thus not to be able to dedicate the 
time and attention to this liaison position that I believe 
it deserves.   

As such, this report largely summarizes my activities at 
the American Sociological Association (ASA) Annual 
Conference, which took place August 10-13, 2013, and 
introduces activities I had hoped to pursue further but 
would gladly assist the new liaison in pursuing, should 
they choose to do so. 

I had an informal roundtable discussion accepted, 
entitled “Developing Assessments of Sociology 
Information Literacy/Critical Research Learning 
Outcomes,” which was to be moderated by Sally 
Willson Weimer (UCSB Sociology Librarian), 
sociology professor Ed Kain (Southwestern University), 
and myself. Perhaps due to timing and conflict with 
another teaching-related session, we had no one in 
attendance for the roundtable itself. However, the 
following morning at a breakfast meeting between Sally 
Willson Weimer, Ed Kain, Diane Pike (Augsburg 
College), Rachel Brekhus (University of Missouri – 
Columbia Sociology Librarian), and I; Ed Kain 
informed me that he had suggested to Margaret Vitullo, 
ASA Director of Academic and Professional Affairs, 
that next year’s ASA conference training of Department 
Resource Group (DRG) Program Reviewers include 
discussions of how to conduct sociology program 
reviews that more thoroughly incorporate information 
literacy assessment in the library portion of reviews.  

Also, by invitation from Teaching Resources and 
Innovations Library for Sociology (TRAILS) Editor 

http://www.aaaopenanthro.org/AboutJournal.cfm
http://www.aaaopenanthro.org/AboutJournal.cfm
http://culanth.org/
http://culanth.org/
http://culanth.org/issues/162-29-1-february-2014
http://savageminds.org/2014/02/11/inside-baseball-with-tim-elfenbein-managing-editor-of-cultural-anthropology/
http://savageminds.org/2014/02/11/inside-baseball-with-tim-elfenbein-managing-editor-of-cultural-anthropology/
mailto:juliann.couture@colorado.edu
http://www.library.ucsb.edu/users/sweimer
http://www.library.ucsb.edu/users/sweimer
http://www.southwestern.edu/departments/faculty/faculty.php?id=kaine&style=sociologyanthropology
http://www.augsburg.edu/faculty/pike/
http://library.missouri.edu/contactus/brekhus/
http://www.asanet.org/teaching/apap.cfm
http://www.asanet.org/teaching/drg.cfm
http://www.asanet.org/teaching/drg.cfm
http://trails.asanet.org/Pages/default.aspx
http://trails.asanet.org/Pages/default.aspx
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Diane Pike, I attended the TRAILS Area Editors 
meeting. Drawing from the outcomes of this meeting as 
well as the aforementioned breakfast meeting, I 
marketed TRAILS by recommending via the ANSS 
listserv that sociology liaison librarians encourage their 
sociology faculty to submit teaching materials to 
TRAILS. 

I had another informal roundtable discussion accepted 
for the ASA Conference, entitled “Data Management 
for Sociologists,” which was led by Jason Phillips, 
former NYU Data Services Librarian and Sally Willson 
Weimer, and which I and another New York University 
librarian joined. Drawing from outcomes of this 
discussion, I had planned to (1) pursue developing a 
guide for sociology-specific data management 
needs/practices, including addressing making data and 
scholarship open access, and (2) contacting Michael 
Kisielewski, Research Associate for the ASA 
Department of Research on the Discipline and 
Profession, to discuss his department’s interest in 
pursuing a research project to gauge sociology-specific 
data management needs, such as making data and 
scholarship open access. 

Additionally, while attending an NSF-sponsored Policy 
and Research Workshop entitled “Data for 
Social Science Research: Availability, Accessibility and 
Research Possibilities,” Sally Willson Weimer, Frans 
Albarillo (Brooklyn College – CUNY Sociology 
Librarian), and I spoke with Patricia White (National 
Science Foundation) and Sheela Kennedy (University 
of Minnesota IPUMS-International) and have been in 
email communication regarding how we can help 
disseminate information about the IPUMS data 
resources as well as teaching materials using IPUMS 
data. My initial plans regarding IPUMS included (1) 
working collaboratively with Frans Albarillo and Sally 
Willson Weimer on developing a LibGuide that 
highlights IPUMS and other social-science data 
resources with instructional help for those resources, 
and (2) disseminating this information with a link to the 
LibGuide to the ANSS listserv, the IASSIST listserv, 
ANSS Currents, and to ASA Officers. 

I have had brief communication with Karen Gray 
Edwards, ASA Director of Publications and 
Membership, and have learned from the November 
2013 ASA Footnotes newsletter that the ASA Council 
and Committee on Publications has “approved moving 
forward with SAGE on plans to launch a premier open 
access general sociology journal. A detailed proposal 
is expected for review at the next Council meeting 
[March 1-2, 2014, in Washington, DC], including 
the payment model, copyright provisions, candidates 
for editorship, and journal name.” I had hoped to have 
further conversations with Karen Gray Edwards about 
how this open-access initiative is proceeding. 

I greatly appreciate the opportunity to have served as 
the ACRL-ASA Liaison! 

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 

 
This year’s ANSS Membership Committee planned an 
enjoyable Social at Philadelphia’s Triumph Brewing 
Company. The Social welcomed fourteen people, which 
included the familiars and the first-timers. The 
committee met at ALA Midwinter to discuss some of 
the suggestions proposed during our last virtual meeting 
in November. Some of the agenda plans included social 
media promotion, member mapping, member 
surveying, and tracking membership trends. As of 
November we had 457 ANSS members, 190 Likes on 
Facebook, and 126 Twitter followers. Within the next 
year, we hope to increase numbers in all of these 
categories.  

Through social media such as our ACRL/ANSS 
Facebook Organization Page, we encourage members to 
share photos and find out about the latest updates with 
ANSS. Check out the page to see the latest photos of 
the 2014 ALA Midwinter Social. The Twitter page 
provides members with real time messages about the 
happenings of ANSS.  

We are currently investigating how to make our 
members feel more connected. The newly created GIS 
membership map (see Figure 1 below) will help with 
this initiative. This map uses zip codes to anonymously 

Anne Larrivee and Miriam Rigby, Co-Chairs 

http://sociology.rutgers.edu/graduate/graduate-profiles/409-jason-phillips
http://asaresearch.wordpress.com/about/
http://asaresearch.wordpress.com/about/
http://library.brooklyn.cuny.edu/library/about/directory/index.php?view=show_staff&staff_id=100
http://library.brooklyn.cuny.edu/library/about/directory/index.php?view=show_staff&staff_id=100
http://www.nsf.gov/mobile/staff/staff_bio.jsp?lan=pwhite&org=SES&from_org=
https://international.ipums.org/international/staff.shtml
http://www.ipums.org/
http://www.asanet.org/footnotes/nov13/highlights_1113.html
http://www.asanet.org/footnotes/nov13/highlights_1113.html
http://www.sagepub.com/openaccess.sp
http://www.facebook.com/anssacrl
http://www.facebook.com/anssacrl
https://twitter.com/ANSS_ACRL
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show where ANSS members are located. We hope to 
use this type of data in the near future to provide better 
regional connections. The Membership Committee also 
plans to develop an ANSS member survey, which will 
help us learn more about current members’ needs. 

A big “thank you” to all of our current ANSS members; 
your involvement is an encouragement to all of us.   

 

Figure 1: ANSS membership map

PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE  

 
The committee is continuing efforts to make ANSS 
Currents content more easily discoverable online via 
search engines. In October 2013, a form was submitted 
to EBSCO requesting that the publication be indexed in 
their databases, and the committee is waiting for a 
decision from EBSCO. Also, now that the tables of 
contents have been added to the website in HTML 
format, Currents content may also appear in Google 
Scholar. A full discoverability report will be prepared 
for the next committee meeting at ALA Annual. 

Other continuing business includes ongoing work on 
the Guide to Editing ANSSWeb. Erin Gratz and Beth 
Sheehan will work to prepare the draft for committee 
review by the ALA Annual meeting in June 2014. The 
committee will continue to use the built-in Wordpress 
statistical tracking capabilities to document ANSS 
website statistics, since the free version of Wordpress 
does not support Google Analytics. 

The ANSS Memories history project is currently being 
set-aside due to low interest and contribution from 
members. However, the committee plans to use content 
from the ALA Archives to begin a “History Corner” 

Hailey Mooney and Beth Sheehan, Co-Chairs 
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series in upcoming issues of ANSS Currents, and will 
solicit contributions to this series in future issues. 

Pre-1997 issues of Currents were being scanned and 
submitted to Erin Gratz for addition to the website, but 
this project is currently unfinished. The committee will 
investigate options for accessing and scanning missing 
issues via the ALA Archives, and also soliciting 
contributions from members, with the intent to 
complete scanning and indexing prior to the ALA 
Annual meeting. 

The committee continues to seek a regular “Tech 
Corner” columnist for ANSS Currents. Any members 
interested in volunteering should contact Hailey 
Mooney and Erin Pappas (editors). The Publications 
Committee is also investigating procedures for 
archiving electronic content (such as ANSS Currents 
and website content) with the ALA Archives. 

RESOURCE REVIEW AND BIBLIOGRAPHY COMMITTEE 
 

The Resource Review and Bibliography Committee 
meeting was held virtually using Google Hangouts on 
January 17, 2014. Members agreed that we will re-
examine our committee charge to suggest making it 
more flexible, giving us more opportunities to move 
beyond the one or two reviews we have contributed to 
each issue of Currents. We would like expand our 
resource coverage to include other sources and to 
encourage a comparative approach. Several earlier 
articles, including the review of ScienceDirect in the 
Fall 2013 issue of Currents, move in this direction. 

We also thought that increasing collaboration among 
ourselves and perhaps other ANSS members, for 
instance in co-authoring articles, would be a positive 
contribution. Some of the possibilities we discussed 
include more emphasis on open access resources, 
especially since many libraries cannot afford expensive 
subscription databases. We believe that more reviews 
comparing related resources focused on a topic or area 
of study would be useful as well. We also mentioned 
the possibility of covering less traditional resources 
such as datasets or mapping resources. Brief updates on 

past reviews, if a resource has changed significantly, 
may also be of interest.  

We discussed briefly doing an article about publishing 
issues such as spurious (i.e., “vanity”) publishers. 
Overall, we want to increase the emphasis on 
interactivity and discussion among ANSS members, 
especially sharing reasons for deciding whether or not 
to subscribe to a particular resource. We have several 
articles planned for the upcoming issues of Currents, 
and encourage ANSS members to consider joining the 
committee, which provides opportunities to publish in a 
newsletter that will be read by colleagues in the 
disciplines related to anthropology, sociology, and 
criminal justice/criminology. We also briefly discussed 
the toolkits: they have been constructed by other 
committees and are located in ALA Connect. Helen 
Clements also mentioned that Joyce Ogburn had 
updated her bibliography of anthropology resources. 
The committee chair will be checking on the status of 
those tools. 

SUBJECT AND BIBLIOGRAPHIC ACCESS COMMITTEE 
 

The Subject and Bibliographic Access Committee met 
in Philadelphia on Saturday, January 25 at 10:30 am. 
The main business of the meeting was to identify 
subjects for upcoming cataloging Q&As. Topics to be 
covered in the next few months include RDA & Series 
Authorities; Subject Headings for Food Deserts & 
Related Topics; Designations for Relationships between 
Persons/Corporate Bodies and Works; and FRSAD 
(Functional Requirements for Subject Authority Data). 
We also briefly discussed the lists of new subject 
headings in the social sciences, which we are now 
posting on a quarterly basis. Finally, we discussed the 
possibility of producing a list of subject headings 
related to the topic of the joint ANSS-EBSS 2014 
program in Las Vegas. Overall, it was a productive 
meeting and we look forward to meeting again at the 
ALA Annual Conference in Las Vegas. We encourage 
anyone interested in subject and bibliographic access to 
attend our meetings and consider volunteering for the 
committee; cataloging experience is not required or 
expected. 

Helen Clements, Chair 

Wade Kotter, Chair 

http://connect.ala.org/node/173710
http://anssacrl.wordpress.com/publications/resources/anthropology/
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. 

VIRTUAL LIAISON DISCUSSION FORUM REPORT 
 

Librarians Juliann Couture and Mandy Swygart-Hobaugh serve as the Anthropology and Sociology Section’s (ANSS) 
liaisons. Within this role, they develop beneficial networks and join in dialogue with non-library organizations. Both 
Juliann and Mandy began their ANSS liaison responsibilities in August, 2012. While Juliann plans to fulfill three years 
of active service, Mandy resigned from her liaison position as of March 24 (see her liaison report in this issue for more 
information). Juliann, of University of Colorado Boulder University Libraries, serves as the American Anthropological 
Association (AAA) Liaison and Mandy, of Georgia State University Library, serves as the American Sociological 
Association (ASA) liaison. Juliann and Mandy share updates and news from these organizations in ANSS Currents and 
at ALA conferences. They update Twitter feeds with information about the AAA and ASA Conferences from a 
librarian’s perspective and are happy to answer individual questions about the conferences. To extend their outreach 
even further, ANSS offered a Virtual Discussion Forum with Juliann and Mandy on March 12, 2014. 

The virtual meeting held in March attracted 25 attendees. Anne Larrivee, co-chair of the ANSS Membership Committee 
and member of the ANSS Liaison Committee, provided a brief introduction and then the presentation began. Juliann, 
liaison to AAA, spoke first. Juliann discussed the background of the ANSS liaison program and the selection process. 
Next, she provided background information about AAA and their 22 journal publications. The two AAA conferences 
that Juliann has attended as liaison have given her a better understanding of the AAA’s structure and committees. 
Juliann’s choice to attend specific committees was largely based on ACRL’s Plan for Excellence; she focused on 
research and the scholarly environment, as well as student learning. Committees of interest include: Committee on the 
Future of Print and Electronic Publishing, Committee on Teaching Anthropology, and the Savage Minds meet-up. 
Although she was confronted with many people asking, “Why are you here?”, once she explained her goals it seemed to 
make sense to people. From the time spent in committee meetings, she learned about several trends that are significant 
to librarians. For example, she learned about the push toward more open access initiatives and the revamping of 
Anthrosource. Cultural Anthropology is AAA’s first journal publication to go completely open access, and AAA is 
considering other policies that will increase access as well. Juliann ended her talk by saying that as academic librarians, 
we can help research open access and author rights, propose new models, contribute teaching materials, and start 
conversations with our campus communities. 

Next, Mandy Swygart-Hobaugh started her presentation with a brief explanation of the American Sociological 
Association (ASA). Publications from the ASA include nine journals, including their well-known American 
Sociological Review, and four section journals. The ASA also has a teaching repository, known as TRAILS, but only 
ASA members have access. Given the timing of Mandy’s liaison appointment, she missed the 2012 ASA conference. 
She was, however, able to collect an abundance of information from the conference in 2013. From this conference, she 
found important research themes and questions: concerns over the number of new sociology jobs, data management and 
open access, money for research, assessment, and pedagogy of teaching and learning. Mandy’s interests in research and 
instruction lead her to the Committee on Teaching and Learning in Sociology, the STLS Cooperative Initiatives 
Committee. As one of her initiatives, Mandy would like to build a stronger relationship with the editor of TRAILS and 
help with marketing the resource. Mandy also thinks librarians could benefit from an information literacy repository 
focused on sociology assignments and assessment. This could be a potential project for ANSS in the future. Mandy also 
expressed an interest in data services and open access. She proposed the development of either a sociology-specific data 
management guide or a study to investigate ASA members’ data needs. Mandy did try to lead a roundtable discussion at 
this past conference but believes that the best approach for the future is to integrate into successful pre-existing 

Anne Larrivee 
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programs. While Mandy has regrettably had to resign from her liaison position, she would gladly assist the newly-
appointed liaison with building upon the networks she has been able to create over the past year. 

For a full recording of the virtual forum of the ANSS liaison discussion visit: 
http://ala.adobeconnect.com/p3eowo8g1hb/ 

 

 

ANTHROPOLOGY LIBRARIANS DISCUSSION GROUP 

 
Our featured speaker was Dr. Janet Monge, Curator of Physical Anthropology at the University of Pennsylvania 
Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology. Dr. Monge shared anecdotes about her work, describing several fascinating 
areas of museum investigations and operations in physical anthropology, as they have been developed by the Penn 
Museum. This institution is one of the nation’s oldest and most famous anthropology museums. Librarians can take note 
of these trends when supporting faculty, especially archaeologists and physical anthropologists.   

Dr. Monge described a service project that has been fostered by a small company related to the Penn Museum, which 
produces replicas of rare and fragile bones from museum collections. The museum has also  created CT scans of many 
of its human and non-human cranial remains, from Penn and other institutions. These can be located in a website called 
the Open Research Scan Archive. 

Dr. Monge also spoke about a number of the Museum’s dramatic projects in physical anthropology. Among them were 
a re-examination of crania in the Museum’s Samuel Morton collection, which had been the basis for Stephen Jay 
Gould’s book, The Mismeasure of Man. The study concluded that many of Morton’s measurements were actually 
accurate, although his ethnocentrism and racism remained as clear evidence of the beliefs of his time.   

Another story was that of the investigation of burials of 57 Irish workmen at the Duffy’s Cut railroad construction site 
near Philadelphia, dating to 1832.  The conclusion of the new investigation was that not all the deaths had been due to a 
cholera epidemic; there was a strong evidence of murder in some of the remains.  Dr. Monge also graciously invited the 
audience to contact her and to visit the Penn Museum to learn more.  

CRIMINOLOGY/CRIMINAL JUSTICE LIBRARIANS DISCUSSION GROUP 
 

The speaker at the Midwinter Criminology/Criminal Justice Librarians Discussion Group was Dr. Larry Sullivan, Chief 
Librarian at John Jay College of Criminal Justice, New York. Dr. Sullivan discussed archival materials and the value 
they add to collections. Among the highlights of his discussion were prisoner poetry and how this poetry can illuminate 
the lives and thoughts of prisoners. The poetry may not be valued for the rhyme or meter, but the content provides a rich 
view of the prisoner, his conditions, and inner life. Dr. Sullivan also discussed materials, such as this prisoner poetry, 
which may not be thought of as archival, but should be collected nonetheless. They may be considered archival for their 
insight into the everyday life and mind of the subject. 

Miriam Rigby and Erin Pappas, Co-Conveners 
Report by Helen Clements 

Karen Evans, Convener 

  DISCUSSION GROUP REPORTS 

http://ala.adobeconnect.com/p3eowo8g1hb/
http://ala.adobeconnect.com/p3eowo8g1hb/
http://www.penn.museum/expedition-magazine/expedition-back-issues/expedition-volumes-51-present/917-expedition-volume-54,-number-3-winter-2012.html
http://plum.museum.upenn.edu/~orsa/Overview.html
http://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pbio.1001071
http://www.penn.museum/blog/museum/video/dead-men-of-duffys-cut/
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SOCIOLOGY LIBRARIANS DISCUSSION GROUP 

 
 
The main theme of the Midwinter Sociology Librarians Discussion Group meeting was social science data use and 
instruction. We invited two presenters to this meeting: Christine Murray, Social Sciences and Data Services Librarian at 
the University of Pennsylvania and Jen Darragh, Data Services and Sociology Librarian at Johns Hopkins University. 
Their presentations were well received by this group. 

Christine Murray handles research questions on numeric and spatial data in the social sciences, including U.S. Census 
information, Philadelphia city data, and other government and academic statistics. She has a background in geographic 
information systems (GIS) and also serves as the contact for Penn's programs in criminology, sociology, and urban 
studies. Christine has a lot of experience in working with courses in the demographics program and other social 
sciences classes. Thus, her presentation focused on how she introduced data resources to course-related instruction, 
resources for teaching with data, and how to target outreach to courses that involve quantitative data analysis. Many of 
these courses require students to find datasets for their own topics or conduct literature reviews.  

Since there is no single, centralized data source, Christine’s primary challenges are how to teach students to find data 
for various topics and how to make students excited about finding data. Christine’s strategy is to use one dataset and 
one tool for one course assignment to lower the level of the difficulty in using data. For example, for a course on 
poverty and inequality, Christine focused on teaching students to use Social Explorer to make maps and graphics. 
Christine also used online analysis tools, such as GSS and SDA, to lower students’ barriers to data analysis. In this way, 
students did not need to use SPSS to download and run data. Christine also prepared online guides and provided 
“research parties” (research consultations) for students who needed further instruction after the BI sessions. 

Christine designed a project to give small groups various datasets and to help them understand what information they 
need to look for when choosing datasets. She also drew interesting topics and examples from prepackaged presentations 
of data—such as visualization tools, news, blogs, or public data from Google—to motivate students. Christine 
concluded her presentation with a list of valuable resources for teaching students in the use of data sources. 

Jen Darragh provided an overview of her work with restricted data. She has a hybrid position where a quarter of her 
time is spent supporting demographers and other researchers in the use of data sets. Most of the patrons she assists do 
research in public health. Jen assists her patrons in the contractual use of secondary data, as well as the use of the data 
they gather in their own primary research where there may be security risks. 

Jen described restricted data in terms of “deductive disclosure.” As she explained, this is when individuals’ personal 
identities may not be readily available in a given dataset, but they may be possible to deduce through the correlation of 
very specific medical, economic, geographic, and other detailed information. Other forms of data may be restricted to 
protect the identities of children and other protected populations. Due to the possibility of deductive disclosure, very 
detailed health information for small geographic regions and other low-population locations (such as prisons) are not 
available publicly.  

Jen assists her patrons in determining if they need restricted data for their research and identifying possible sources of 
restricted data. She primarily works with graduate students and faculty. The process of gaining access to restricted data 
can often take months, so undergraduates often do not have the time required to seek it out.  

Dealing with restricted data ultimately depends on securing computing environments which are in compliance with the 
policies of the organization providing the data. Jen described two tiers of restricted data facilities that she provides to 

Jeff Lacy and Rui Wang, Co-Conveners 
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her faculty. One facility is a high-security “cold room” for stand-alone computers without networking of any kind. The 
cold room meets the security requirements for the National Center of Education Statistics and is primarily for the use of 
their data. The second facility houses an analytic server that holds restricted data in different partitions. The server is 
managed in such a way as to make any copying or transmission of data (copying, pasting, uploading, downloading) 
impossible. Jen mentioned that the analytic server requires intensive I.T. support in order to be able to provide a high 
level of customization and security. For her graduate students, Jen provides a separate data center. This data center is 
accessed by a card swipe and features stand-alone computers. 

Jen helps her faculty process the “mountain of paperwork” necessary to access and use restricted data. Formal 
agreements are necessary and each agreement is different, even from government agencies that one might think would 
have relatively similar terms. These agreements require multiple levels of approval, including attention and signatures 
from her school’s institutional review board (IRB), legal counsel, and the Office of Research. When Jen works with 
graduate students, she advises them through this process, but makes the students responsible for actually applying for 
permission and getting the appropriate signatures. This provides them with practical knowledge and first-hand 
experience should they end up working for an institution that does not provide assistance. 

Jen concluded with advice for librarians to only provide assistance and facilities for the use of restricted data if there is a 
well-defined need. This is not a matter of “build it and they will come.” She also advised that there are several possible 
levels of service from the relatively simple task of assisting patrons in finding sources of restricted data, to the more 
time-consuming process of helping process paperwork, to the expensive and resource-intensive provision of secure 
computing facilities. 

The audio file of the two speakers’ presentations and Christine’s presentation file are available on ANSSWeb. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assessment in Action: Year One Project Posters, I  
Friday, June 27, 2014, 2-4pm     

Assessment in Action: Year One Project Posters, II   
Saturday, June 28, 2014, 8:30-10:30am 

Assessment Project Posters! Presented by the first participants in ACRL’s “Assessment in Action: Academic 
Libraries and Student Success” program, made possible by IMLS. Librarian-led teams carried out assessment 
projects at their colleges and universities examining the impact of the library (instruction, reference, collections, 
space, and more) on student learning/success. In each session, half of the 75 teams will present posters. In mid-
June, find poster abstracts at http://www.acrl.ala.org/value/ 

 

http://anssacrl.wordpress.com/discussion-groups/sociology
http://www.acrl.ala.org/value/
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ANSS MIDWINTER 2014 SOCIAL 
 
The Midwinter Social was held on Friday, January 24th  
at the Triumph Brewing Company of Philadelphia. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ACRL 2015: CREATING SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITY 

Portland, Oregon – March 25-28, 2015 
 
ACRL 2015 will feature more than 300 carefully curated programs to help you stay at the forefront of the 
profession.  Access cutting-edge information, discover new ideas, and engage in conversations with 
academic and research librarians from around the world.  Registration and housing materials will be 
available soon. Register by the early-bird deadline to take advantage of discounted fees; group discounts 
up to 20% and scholarships are also available. Complete details are online at www.acrl.org/acrlconference. 

 

 

Juliann Couture and Louisa McMurray 

Anne Larrivee and Pauline Manaka 

Erin Gratz, Jen Darragh, and Wade Kotter 
Photo credits: Erin Gratz and Anne Larrivee 

http://www.acrl.org/acrlconference
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SPENCER ACADIA, Ph.D., of the University of Texas at Tyler, will be presenting an accepted paper at an official pre-
conference as part of the International Federation of Library Associations (IFLA) 2014 congress in Lyon, France this 
coming August. The paper is titled: "Selection, Implementation, and Behavioral Considerations for Knowledge 
Management Tool Adoption." In the paper, Spencer and his co-author investigate enterprise content management 
systems (ECMS) and learning management systems (LMS) as tools for knowledge management and change in a non-
library organization, but draw parallels with how such systems may be implemented in libraries. The paper uses a 
dynamic theory of organizational knowledge creation to explain the process of adopting a new system and how to 
manage the organizational and cultural change that results from new system implementation. 
 
BRIAN QUINN’s (Texas Tech University) article, “The McDonaldization of Academic Libraries”, was selected as a 
semi-finalist for possible inclusion in the forthcoming 75th anniversary issue of College & Research Libraries. It is one 
of a select group of landmark articles chosen from all the articles published in the journal’s history. The editors define 
landmark articles as ones that address important issues that might influence the future of the profession. The articles 
will be published in the March 2015 issue of College & Research Libraries and will be the subject of discussion at the 
ACRL 2015 Conference in Portland, Oregon. 
 
MIRIAM RIGBY (University of Oregon) and fellow librarian, Nicole Pagowsky (University of Arizona), who is well-
known for her sartorial blog, Librarian Wardrobe, are in the process of wrapping up an edited volume on librarian 
stereotypes. The Librarian Stereotype: Deconstructing Perceptions & Presentations of Information Work offers a 
wealth of views and a wide range of ideas surrounding stereotyping in librarianship. Authors employ theory and 
approaches from the social sciences, especially stemming from sociology and anthropology, to reignite the discussion 
and launch us into productive conversation and action. Fellow ANSS member ERIN PAPPAS’ chapter, “Between 
Barbarism and Civilization: Librarians, Tattoos, and Social Imaginaries,” is one of many highlights. Look for it from 
ACRL Press this summer! 
 
NANCY SKIPPER reports from Cornell University that a new peer reviewed, open access journal, Sociological Science, 
was launched in February, 2014.  The editorial team consists of faculty from Stanford, Cornell, Yale, MIT, and 
NYU.  A post on The Disorder of Things blog includes an interview with Kim Weeden, Sociology Department faculty 
member at Cornell University, on many of the issues surrounding the creation of a high quality, scholarly, open access 
journal.  In addition to free access, the journal provides a more rapid dissemination of research and creates an online 
community of scholars who can more readily share responses to new scholarly content. 
 
As the library liaison to the Sociology Department, Nancy volunteered to contact the editorial staff at Ebsco and 
ProQuest and convinced them to include Sociological Science in the list of journals indexed and linked in both 
SocIndex and Sociological Abstracts.  As open access publication models evolve, perhaps this is a role for liaisons to 
explore. 
 
 
 
 
 

MEMBER NEWS 

http://conference.ifla.org/ifla80
http://www.librarianwardrobe.com/
http://www.sociologicalscience.com/
http://www.sociologicalscience.com/
http://www.sociologicalscience.com/
http://thedisorderofthings.com/tag/kim-weeden/
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This is the first installment of a regular recurring feature in ANSS Currents. The ANSS History Corner highlights 
memorable or historic events in the section’s recent or distant past, and will include both a description of the facts as 
well as supplemental pictures, quotes from members, notes or memorabilia, trivia or other points of interest. 
 
All current or former ANSS members are welcome and encouraged to contribute content or suggest topics for future 
ANSS History Corner features. Please send all comments or suggestions to Beth Sheehan. 

10 YEARS AGO… 
The ANSS-sponsored program at ALA Annual 2004 in Orlando, FL was: 
 
"Her Eyes Were Watching Humanity: Zora Neale Hurston as Ethnographer, Novelist, and Feminist" 

 

 
 
This program was co-sponsored by the ACRL African American Studies Librarian Section of ACRL, with additional 
sponsorships by ACRL Literatures in English and Women’s Studies sections, ALA Feminist Task Force and Rare 
Books and Manuscripts Sections, and NMRT Diversity Committee. 
 
To accompany and advertise the program, a website was developed with photos of Zora Neale Hurston and the program 
speakers, a Hurston biographical sketch, and selected bibliography of Hurston scholarship. Although the original 
website is no longer live, through the magic of the Internet Archive’s Wayback Machine we are able to view it here.  
 
Speakers: 

• Pamela Bordelon: “In the Field with Zora Neale Hurston” 
• Valerie Boyd: “Finding the Cosmic Zora” 
• Deborah Plant: “Their Eyes Really Were Watching God” 

 
Did you know… 

To date, this is the only ANSS-sponsored program in the section’s history to feature scholarship focused exclusively on 
the work and writings of one author. 

 

ANSS HISTORY CORNER 

mailto:edivince@illinois.edu
http://web.archive.org/web/20070728100644/http:/www.library.uiuc.edu/edx/zora/


ANSS CURRENTS | Spring 2014                                                                                                                 16 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

HELEN CLEMENTS 
 

Author’s Note: I have had the privilege of serving on several ANSS committees with Helen and co-authoring a resource 
review article with her. She was one of the first members to welcome and encourage me to get involved when I joined 
ANSS, and I am pleased to help her share her story. 

Helen Clements has been a very active member of ANSS since she joined the section 
in 2005. After attending an ANSS-sponsored sociology discussion group at a 
conference, she realized that she wanted be more involved and was welcomed to the 
section by JoAnn Jacoby (chair 2006-2007). Since then, she has served on the 
Publications Committee, chaired the Membership Committee as the elected Member-
at-Large, and is currently chairing the Resource Review and Bibliography 
Committee (her favorite ANSS committee!) and serving on the Program Planning 
Committee for the 2014 ALA Annual Conference in Las Vegas. Avid readers of the 
ANSS Currents newsletter will also recognize her as the author of six previous ANSS 
member profile articles and several resource review articles.  

Helen’s most memorable ANSS moment occurred at last summer’s ANSS social event, when everyone was caught in a 
sudden downpour! She thoroughly enjoys the socials and encourages all members to attend, as it is a great way to meet 
people informally. When asked if she has other advice for new ANSS members, she is quick to encourage involvement 
in committees, “especially those which contribute to ANSS Currents, like the Resource Review and Bibliography 
Committee. We need more members, and there are so many different perspectives and expertise that new people bring 
to it.” 

Helen notes that ANSS Currents has grown quite a bit in recent years, and that “it was always a nice newsletter before, 
but now it is really becoming something you can be proud of publishing in.” She credits Erin Gratz and Hailey Mooney 
for many of the recent positive changes and is proud of her own contributions to the current trajectory of the 
publication. 

She would also like to see greater member awareness of other ANSS members in their local area. She is an affiliate 
member of the American Indian Library Association, and, on their listserv, she heard about an idea for a geographic 
“member map” visualization. She recently brought this idea to the ANSS membership committee with successful 
results. An ANSS membership map has been developed and will be shared in ANSS Currents and on the ANSS website. 
She hopes this will help raise members’ awareness of their local ANSS community. 

In addition to her involvement with ANSS, Helen is passionate about her work with several state professional 
organizations. She is the chair-elect of the University and College Division of the Oklahoma Library Association (OLA) 
and will begin her term as chair of this division starting in July of this year. She notes that her involvement with the 

Interviewed by Beth Sheehan   

MEMBER PROFILE 
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OLA allows her the opportunity to interact with public and special libraries in a way that she wouldn’t otherwise, and 
she enjoys staying in touch with other librarians across the state. In addition, she is a member of a standing committee 
for tribal libraries. Although she herself is not Native, she joined at the urging of several other members of this group 
around 6-7 years ago. Their mission is to bring the Oklahoma majority community together with libraries serving tribes 
and members of the American Indian population. Her involvement with the tribal libraries gives her the opportunity to 
stay abreast of news in this community and pass information back and forth between her connections on campus and 
across the state.  She also finds that this work helps inform her decisions in her role as selector for American Indian 
Studies at Oklahoma State University. In addition, Helen participates when possible in the Oklahoma chapter of ACRL, 
which she describes as “very active” and attends their Information Literacy conference each year.  Since there is not a 
complete overlap in membership with OLA, this allows her the opportunity to regularly connect with other academic 
librarians in Oklahoma. Helen’s family settled in Oklahoma around 1899 (pre-statehood), and her pride in her home 
state is clear and apparent as she describes her involvement in local state associations, and her desire to stay connected 
with and contribute to the library systems in Oklahoma. 

Helen is currently a tenured librarian and associate professor at Oklahoma State University, with social sciences liaison 
responsibilities to the departments or programs in Sociology, Human Development and Family Science, Gender and 
Women’s Studies, American Indian Studies, and Design, Housing, and Merchandising. In addition to her liaison 
reference and instruction duties, she also regularly teaches a one-credit elective course (Library Science 1011), which 
teaches information literacy and library research skills to students from all majors over the course of 5 weeks. Helen has 
taught this course almost every year since 2000 and enjoys the students and the wide variety of research topics that they 
choose for their final annotated bibliography (everything from fire science, to statistical methods in sports predictions, 
to legal structures and constitutions in Cuba, to botflies). 

Helen has been working with libraries or archives in some capacity since her senior year of high school in Elk City, 
Oklahoma, when an English teacher/librarian pulled her from an office job and put her to work in the school library. 
After receiving her B.A. in English with a minor in Library Science from Oklahoma State University (her father’s alma 
mater), she attended the Graduate School of Library and Information Science at the University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign (UIUC), where she also worked as a Graduate Assistant in the cataloging department of the university 
library. She admits to keeping several handwritten cataloging cards from Illinois as mementos, although she firmly 
states that she would never go back to handwritten cataloging “for love or money.” 

Helen discovered her affinity for anthropology by chance, while completing a library science social sciences literature 
class at UIUC. To complete an assignment for the class, she needed to read a book outside her previous subject 
knowledge and education, and originally she picked a macroeconomics book. After three failed attempts to read the first 
chapter of this book, she decided to switch subjects, and while browsing in the social sciences library, she found an 
introductory anthropology textbook. Luckily, she found anthropology much more to her liking, and she went on to 
acquire an M.A. in Anthropology from Texas Tech, and (after “a jillion years”) a Ph.D. in Anthropology from the 
University of Texas in Austin. While pursuing her anthropology degrees, she continued to work in libraries. At Texas 
Tech, she worked first as a student assistant and then as a full-time librarian with the Southwest Collection, a special 
historical collection of archival materials. This is an area of librarianship that Helen would love to return to one day. At 
the University of Texas, she was a Graduate Assistant in the Latin American Library. She has also worked as Library 
Manager for a Texas regulatory agency, the Public Utility Commission. Although this position was a bit outside her 
areas of interest in librarianship and subject specializations, she learned a lot about law libraries, how state agencies 
work, and about government information sources and working with the public. 

Helen’s dissertation research took her to Oaxaca, Mexico, where she studied villages which specialize in handweaving 
as a traditional craft, the relationship of these activities to economic development and tourism, and the connection 
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between small-scale weaving and the Mexican Industrial Revolution. While in Oaxaca, Helen worked as a librarian for 
the rural sociology program at the local state university. 

Helen’s favorite aspect of being an academic librarian is the constant interaction with young and enthusiastic students. 
She also enjoys the variety that comes with reference service: “Somebody could be looking for a novel to read, and the 
next person could be a doctoral student in art history or science working on their dissertation.” When asked what she 
feels is the most challenging part of librarianship, she replied “keeping up with constantly changing technology,” but 
added that she this is a challenge she enjoys and that she thinks it is important that we, as librarians, constantly rethink 
how we serve and adjust our approach when necessary. 

Helen encourages early career and younger librarians to reach out to experienced colleagues. “It may be easy to feel 
intimidated by librarians who have been in the field for 30 or 40 years, but remember that you also have knowledge and 
expertise that the other person doesn’t. Listen to experienced librarians, but,” she chuckles, “ignore the griping.” 
Building and maintaining professional relationships and networks, both locally and nationally, is a common theme in 
Helen’s advice to others, and it shows in her own professional actions in that she practices what she preaches. 

She also recommends flexibility and openness to shifts in focus throughout your library career. “Think in terms of doing 
a variety of things, because your career will change a lot.” She notes that it is not uncommon for librarians to have two 
or three different positions in different areas of librarianship, “often within the same four walls…sometimes the best 
preparation to specialize is to be a bit of a generalist.” 

Although not currently pursuing her own research agenda, Helen would be interested in resuming research related to 
textile production. She also admits that at some point “eventually I may figure out that I want to retire” from academic 
librarianship, and when that time comes she’d like to return to historical special collections librarianship. After 
retirement, she would also like to work in literacy education, and use her Spanish language skills as a literacy coach. 

In her spare time, Helen loves visiting her two grandchildren in Minnesota, reading murder mysteries, watching 
Downton Abbey and other PBS programming, gardening (she currently has a “wonderful weed crop”), and listening to 
NPR. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

FRAMEWORK FOR INFORMATION LITERACY FOR HIGHER EDUCATION 
ACRL’s task force is scheduled to release a revised draft of the Framework in mid-June. They will 
hold a hearing at the American Library Association’s Annual Conference in Las Vegas (Saturday, June 
28, 10:30 am – 11:30 am) as well as online hearings in June. Task force members will continue the 
iterative process, modifying the Framework based on feedback received in June. They expect to submit 
a final document to the ACRL Board in August 2014 for their consideration and approval in 
September. For more see http://acrl.ala.org/ilstandards/ 

http://acrl.ala.org/ilstandards/
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ACRL’S PROPOSED FRAMEWORK FOR INFORMATION LITERACY: A VIEW FROM THE DISCIPLINES 

 
This past year, the work of the ANSS Instruction & Information Literacy Committee included completing a 5-year 
review of the Information Literacy Standards for Students in Anthropology and Sociology (ALA / ACRL / ANSS 
Instruction and Information Literacy Committee Task Force on IL Standards, 2008). All ACRL standards are reviewed 
on a regular basis, and this review cycle is particularly notable since it also features efforts to significantly revise the 
main ACRL Information Literacy Competency Standards for Higher Education (2000). The task force charged with this 
undertaking released a first draft of their work earlier this year, and the proposed Framework for Information Literacy 
for Higher Education (ACRL Information Literacy Competency Standards for Higher Education Task Force, 2014) to 
replace the existing standards reflects the sea change in both higher education and the information ecosystem over the 
past two decades.    

Anticipating major changes to the ACRL information literacy standards, the ANSS Instruction & Information Literacy 
Committee decided to postpone any major revisions to our discipline-specific standards, opting instead to make a few 
simple edits to clarify language and replace outdated references. The ANSS membership, however, should not feel 
restricted by our place in the 5-year review cycle, and instead should take this opportunity to consider the new 
information literacy framework and its impact on library instruction in the disciplines. I hope this brief column—which 
admittedly raises more questions than it provides answers—is just the beginning of a discussion on the future of 
information literacy in anthropology, criminology, and sociology librarianship. 

Discussion of the new Framework has already begun in earnest. Anticipating the task force’s initial draft, an entire issue 
of the open access journal, Communications in Information Literacy (2013), was dedicated to reflection on the current 
ACRL standards, and how they might evolve in the twenty-first century. Since the first draft of the Framework was 
released in February of this year, the blogosphere has lit up with librarians’ reactions and reflections (Fister, 2014; 
Pagowsky, 2014; Swanson, 2014). The response has been mostly favorable, although there have been some concerns 
about the injection of new jargon into the already library-centric vocabulary on the topic (Berg, 2014; Burkhardt, 2014). 
I agree with them that terms like “metaliteracy” are perhaps redundant and unnecessarily opaque to non-librarians. 

Central to the proposed Framework are threshold concepts, a model that originated in the work of Meyer and Land 
(2003). They identified what they termed “troublesome knowledge” in economics that learners have to master before 
being able to grasp more advanced concepts. Once this knowledge is obtained, learners’ understanding of the subject is 
irreversibly transformed. In higher education, a threshold concept approach forces experts to reflect upon their own 
knowledge and locate the key concepts that scholars in the field take for granted, but disciplinary novices (i.e. 
undergraduate students) struggle to understand. More metacognition and self-reflection among university faculty can 
only help our educational mission, as demonstrated in the pedagogical research of Sam Wineburg (2001). But is simply 
identifying troublesome knowledge in each discipline enough to revolutionize the way we teach? Let us not confuse the 
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content of our teaching (threshold concepts) with the method and practice of that teaching (pedagogy).  And is the self-
reflection of experts an adequate methodology with which to identify these threshold concepts? Where are student 
voices in this process? Research and experience may indeed validate the threshold concepts for information literacy as 
proposed by the ACRL task force, and I don’t want to suggest that the task force has it all wrong. Based on my own 
assessments of student learning and some anecdotal evidence, I suspect we are on the right track, but there are also 
those who suggest that threshold concepts cannot be identified through empirical methods at all (Rowbottom, 2007). 

The theoretical terrain may be confusing, however, for subject specialist and liaison librarians. The threshold concepts 
approach began in the disciplines, and one of Meyer and Land’s five properties of a threshold concept is 
“boundedness,” being specific and perhaps unique to a field of study. The proposed Framework assumes information 
literacy is its own knowledge domain, with its own threshold concepts, though interestingly the ACRL task force 
abandoned the boundedness facet of Meyer and Land’s definition because “that aspect belongs most specifically to 
well-defined disciplines” (ACRL Information Literacy Competency Standards for Higher Education Task Force, 2014, 
p. 5). Lisa Hinchliffe points out this tension, and asks if librarians can “have it both ways: IL as a discipline and IL as 
common to all” (2014). Meyer and Land themselves were equivocal on the matter, stating threshold concepts are 
“possibly often (though not necessarily always) bounded” (2003, p. 5). What, then, is the relationship between threshold 
concepts for information literacy, and threshold concepts specific to traditional academic disciplines? Will this approach 
lead to closer collaboration with disciplinary faculty, or does the delineation of separate threshold concepts unique to 
our knowledge domain keep us apart? 

The previous questions may be answered by whatever happens to the myriad discipline-specific information literacy 
standards, including our own for anthropology and sociology. Will we still need separate information literacy standards 
for each discipline? Troy Swanson (2014) reminds us that neither the “old” standards nor the “new” Framework are 
intended to be a one-size-fits-all solution to information literacy. Rather, the outline generated through ACRL provides 
goals for understanding, and it is up to us to develop learning outcomes and teaching strategies to meet those goals on 
our campuses. I agree that we may not need separate standards or frameworks for each discipline, but rather may wish 
to develop our own set of discipline-specific applications of information literacy threshold concepts. Perhaps it was the 
overly prescriptive nature of the standards that led subject librarians to refine and reimagine them in disciplinary 
contexts, but the openness and flexibility of the proposed Framework would obviate the need for discipline-specific 
versions. 

Finally, we must continue to be sensitive to the needs and priorities of our local partners on campus, and not let our 
excitement for new theoretical frameworks get in the way of open communication and collaborations. We should not 
assume that our faculty partners are familiar with Meyer and Land’s threshold concepts. A preliminary search of 
Sociological Abstracts and Anthropology Plus produces no relevant results for “threshold concepts,” and a citation 
search of Meyer and Land’s work in Web of Science produces 94 citations, none of which appear to relate to 
anthropological or sociological contexts. This is not to assume our faculty won’t be interested in this approach, but, 
clearly, it is not prominent in their scholarly communication. 

In sum, the proposed Framework for Information Literacy in Higher Education offers a refreshing change from the 
current standards for information literacy, and reflects the changes we have encountered in higher education and in the 
information ecosystem since those standards were first published in 2000. As the ACRL task force continues its work 
and librarians provide comment and feedback, we in the subject-specific sections should take the opportunity to reflect 
on our own work providing information literacy instruction in the disciplines. Will the proposed Framework transform 
our pedagogical approach, or does it confirm what we’ve been doing all along? In either case, I look forward to great 
discussions with my ANSS colleagues on the future of information literacy for anthropology, criminology, and 
sociology. 
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Bureau of American Ethnology and its Publications 
 
Bureau of American Ethnology (B.A.E.) publications are important sources of primary research in Native North 
American ethnography, linguistics, and archaeology. From 1879-1964, the B.A.E., a unit of the Smithsonian, sponsored 
and published research, primarily on North American Indian cultures.  

“The B.A.E. effectively founded American anthropology (especially ethnology and linguistics) at a time when there 
were no advanced university degrees in the field and there were almost no full-time anthropologists employed anywhere 
else. The 200 Bulletins and 48 Annual Reports of the B.A.E. were the premier publications in anthropology in the 
country for most of the 86 years of the Bureau's existence” (Smithsonian Institution, National Museum of Natural 
History, Department of Anthropology, n.d.).   

The Bulletins, Annual Reports, Contributions to North American Ethnology, and Institute of Social Anthropology 
publications are indexed in an easily searchable, freely accessible online search engine from the I.D. Weeks Library, 
University of South Dakota.   

The series Contributions to North American Ethnology was published from 1877 (even before the B.A.E. was 
established) to 1893. The B.A.E.’s Institute of Social Anthropology publications (1944-1953) covered Central and South 
America.  This review will focus on access to Annual Reports and Bulletins.  

An important bibliographic resource for understanding B.A.E. publications is the List of Publications of the Bureau of 
American Ethnology (Smithsonian Institution, Bureau of American Ethnology, 1997), which includes a comprehensive 
alphabetical list of authors and titles, as well as listings of content for each individual series. This document is freely 
accessible online from the Smithsonian Libraries. 
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Fee and Free Online Access to B.A.E Annual Reports and Bulletins 
 
As U.S. government publications, 
the Annual Reports and Bulletins are 
available full text and full image in 
the subscription database ProQuest 
Congressional, in the U.S. Serials 
Set. Some access to digitized Annual 
Reports and Bulletins can be found 
in the open access repositories 
Gallica (Bibliothèque nationale de 
France) and Biodiversity Heritage 
Library/Internet Archive. Google 
Books and Hathi Trust Digital 
Library contain digitized B.A.E 
publications, and Hathi Trust allows 
full-text searching.  However, none 
of the fee or free online databases 
provide an easy way to identify 
B.A.E. series and search for a 
particular topic. In order to 
effectively search any of these 
databases or digital libraries for 
B.A.E publications, librarians need 
to carefully determine what they are 
searching (which publications, for which years, are available) and then investigate how to make best use of advanced 
search options. 

Using Weeks Library’s Ethnology Index 
 
With Ethnology Index, users are only searching B.A.E. publications and can choose to limit their search to one or more 
series. Ethnology Index has been particularly useful for an upper level undergraduate course at my institution, where 
students are to compare ethnographies of a certain group across time. Students enter the name of a Native American 
community and easily find citations to reports about that community. The default search is Subject Keyword, with a 
drop down for Author and Title fields. There are three boxes which can be connected by Boolean operators AND, OR, 
or NOT. Using OR is particularly useful when searching various names for a Native American group, e.g., Chippewa 
OR Ojibw.The search engine does not recognize truncation or wildcard characters, but the will automatically find 
different endings of words (Ojibw will find Ojibwa and Ojibwe). You cannot use nesting within a box, e.g., (Chippewa 
OR Ojibw) AND child. Search tips can be found under a subtle hyperlink simply titled Help.   

Limitations  
 
Ethnology Index does not provide full text searching, full text/full image of the resource, nor does it work with Open 
URL link resolvers. After searching Ethnology Index, users need to go to their library catalog, borrow via interlibrary 
loan from Federal Depository Libraries or larger research libraries, or try one of the full image databases or repositories 
to find the needed B.A.E. publication. WorldCat can also lead to full image Annual Reports and Bulletins. As Weeks 

Figure 1: Screenshot of the Ethnology Index interface 
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Library’s Ethnology Index does not state how the subject indexing was accomplished, it is not clear to what depth the 
subject indexing reaches. Despite these limitations, for students or other researchers who require B.A.E. publications, 
Ethnology Index provides a simple entry point into this seminal primary literature.  
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Introduction 
 
In addition to being a full-time librarian, I also teach sociology and psychology courses. It’s a great opportunity because 
I get to take on the role of instructor teaching subject material as well as librarian teaching research skills. Occasionally, 
I ask my sociology and psychology students which databases they most like to use. Often, I hear the same two databases 
mentioned: PsycINFO and SocINDEX. I use this chance to introduce new databases to them as a way to broaden their 
research toolbox. 
 
In the previous edition of ANSS Currents, I wrote a review of Elsevier’s ScienceDirect database for use in sociological 
and anthropological research (Acadia, 2013). ScienceDirect is one of the “alternative” databases I usually recommend 
to students and faculty because it hosts great exclusive content not found in other resources. In this issue, I am 
reviewing Springer’s SpringerLink database and its utility for both anthropology and sociology for the very same 
reason. 
 
SpringerLink is a product of Springer Science+Business Media. The database contains journal articles, e-books, book 
chapters, reference entries, and protocols. In this review, protocols will not be discussed because they are of interest 
only to biology, chemistry, clinical medicine, and related biophysiological disciplines. 
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Available in SpringerLink overall is abstract and full-text content coverage of nearly 2,900 scholarly journals, almost 
375,000 reference work entries, and close to 3 million book chapters across 170,000 e-books. More information on their 
e-books can be found here. All content is available in .PDF format. Journal articles, book chapters, and e-books do not 
have any DRM restrictions. The majority of database content is in English, but German, Dutch, and French language 
materials are well-represented. 

Browsing SpringerLink 
 
The database is divided into 24 subject categories. As of March 2014, the “Social Sciences” category contains 249 
journals and 14,542 e-books. In addition, there are 26,075 reference work entries.  

Material related to the academic disciplines of sociology and anthropology is 
located under the “Social Sciences” category. Though only the “Social 
Sciences” category is of interest in this review, users should be aware that the 
“Psychology” category can be important for sociological and anthropological 
topics dealing explicitly with human behaviors and the psychological 
mechanisms behind them.  

Figure 1 is a snapshot of the left column on the SpringerLink main search page. 
At the bottom of the column, users can go directly to the “Social Sciences” 
section to browse materials in that category.  

Once into the “Social Sciences” 
section, users can narrow results by 
clicking on the “See All” link in the 
“Subdiscipline” section (Figure 2). This 
section is found in the left column of 
the page. Clicking on the “See All” link 
will open a popup window to select 
specific interests.  

Depending on a user’s needs, areas of 
specific interest might be “Political 
Science,” “Population Studies,” “Anthropology & Archaeology,” “Geography,” 
“Social Policy” and more. There are 11 pages of specific interests from which to 
choose if no other limiters are set. However, if, for example, a user limits to 

journal articles only, six pages of subdisciplines appear. Thus, the actual number 
of subdisciplines available varies depending on the Content Type chosen (i.e., journals, book chapters, etc.). All 
subdisciplines may be best thought of as extensions of the disciplines shown in Figure 1.   

The order in which subdisciplines appear is related to the number of results found in each—those with higher results are 
at the top of the list, those with lower results at the bottom. Users can look through all pages of subdisciplines by using 
the arrow buttons on the popup window for navigation as shown in Figure 3. 

Searching SpringerLink 
 
To perform a simple search, the search field at the top of the main search page may be used. An advanced search is 
available by clicking on the small icon resembling a gear. 

Figure 1: All 24 subject categories 

Figure 2: “Subdiscipline” section 
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The advanced search may be a bit confusing at first 
because it’s designed quite differently than other 
advanced search screens in more familiar databases 
such as EBSCO, Gale, JSTOR, and other popular 
vendors.  

One major drawback of the advanced search is that 
users cannot select any limiters other than year(s) of 
publication before searching. For example, on the 
advanced search page users cannot limit to journal 
articles only, e-books only, nor any specific 
discipline or subdiscipline—these refinement options 
do not appear until after a search is conducted. 

Also, SpringerLink records do not have subject 
terms or headings, but they do have what is referred 
to as “keywords” that serve a similar function. 
Unfortunately, there is no proactive way to find out 
which keywords are the most ideal to use (e.g., users     
cannot look up keywords beforehand to fine-tune  
their searching). 

A “Preview-Only” option is available at the bottom of the advanced search screen. If 
selected, a search will yield both full-text and abstract-only results. The abstract-only 
results are those to which an institution has not yet subscribed. To ensure only full-text 
results, un-tick the box. 

When a list of results is obtained from a search, users can click on records to see full 
information about those records. Under the “About this Article” section at the bottom of 
an article record is listed detailed information about the selected article as shown in Figure 
6. 

What complicates searching in SpringerLink is that there are “Disciplines,” 
“Subdisciplines,” “Topics,” and “Keywords” as pointed out in Figures 2, 3, 5, and 6. 
However, there is no help menu or FAQ available on the SpringerLink database to explain 
how these are defined, used for organization, or the best ways to use them to locate the 
information a user needs. In fact, it remains unclear how these terminologies are related to 
each other. This may cause undue confusion for users. 

Figure 3: “Refine by Subdiscipline” popup window 

Figure 4: Search bar and gear icon 

Figure 5: Advanced search screen 
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For example, on a result 
screen users can refine a 
search by Discipline and 
Subdiscipline but not by 
Topics or Keywords. Users 
can, however, expand their 
search by clicking on a 
pertinent Topic that only 
appears when looking at a 
journal record as shown in 
Figure 6, but these Topics 
are not the same as 
Disciplines or 
Subdisciplines. The use of 
multiple terminologies 
such as these and the lack 
of clarity with which they 
are used are unnecessarily 
confusing.   

Review of Journals 
 
Unlike the ScienceDirect database I reviewed before, SpringerLink provides more attention to anthropological topics, 
including archaeology. Thus, SpringerLink is a good resource for anthropology research that well supplements other 
sources such as AnthroSource, JSTOR, and the AnthropologyPlus index. In addition, SpringerLink provides great 
international coverage of topics in medical sociology, as well as crime, criminology, and criminal justice.  

In terms of sociology, SpringerLink has several key journals for gender, sex, and sexuality studies (e.g., Archives of 
Sexual Behavior, Sex Roles) and medical/health sociology (e.g., Globalization and Health, International Journal for 
Equity in Health), as well as the essential titles Demography, Journal of Economic Inequality, Journal of Population 
Economics, and Political Behavior. 

Springer publishes a sizeable portion of its journals outside of the United States, and much of the content found in 
SpringerLink is international in scope (i.e., not US-centric). For example, about half (51%) of the journals listed in 
Table 1 in the Appendix are not published in the US. This is not a problem in itself; however, it could be an issue for 
users who require US-specific research from US publications. 

Title pages for each journal note the volumes, issues, and years of coverage available and allow the option to “Browse” 
all volumes/issues or “Find” specific volumes/issues. By using the “Search Within This Journal” field, users can search 
a specific journal using key terms.  

Each journal title has a “Look Inside” feature as shown in Figure 7. This feature opens up a full or partial preview of 
one article in the journal. Instead, the more helpful “View Article” option for each individual article is recommended to 
see more of a journal’s content. To clarify, the “Look Inside” feature at the journal level is limited in its previews, but 
the equivalent feature at the article level, “View Article,” is available for each article in a journal. So, if a user’s goal is 
to preview more of a journal’s content, it’s best to do so at the article-level than the journal-level. 

Figure 6: SpringerLink article record 
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As mentioned earlier, SpringerLink has 249 journal titles classified under “Social Sciences.” Table 1 in the Appendix 
provides a selected list of 89 journal titles pertinent to various sociological and anthropological topics. Titles were 
selected based on two criteria: (1) journals must be published in English, though abstracts and occasional pieces may be 
in other languages, and (2) journals must have a score on at least one of three journal metrics. The journal metrics 
reported are the Eigenfactor (EF) score, Article Influence (AI) score, and SciMago Journal Rank (SJR) score. EF and AI 
are each available on the Eigenfactor website, while SJR has its own site. These journal bibliometric tools are not part 
of SpringerLink but are freely available online and easily used as a supplement to or alternative for the more popular—
but proprietary and expensive—Journal Citation Reports (JCR) by Thomson Reuters. Descriptive information provided 
by UlrichsWeb has been used to determine each journal’s specialized area(s) of sociology and anthropology. Journal 
titles in the Table are clickable and open the journal’s page within SpringerLink. A few titles listed in the Table are 
open-access and have been noted with (OA) after the journal’s name. 

Review of E-Books 
 
SpringerLink is known for its large collection of e-books in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics 
(STEM). Even under the “Social Sciences” classification, the database currently offers an impressive 14,545 titles. Of 
these, 15 are reference titles related to sociology and anthropology and are listed in Table 2 of the Appendix. As 
expected, e-book subject matter varies widely, but, similar to journal articles, can be narrowed by Discipline and 
Subdiscipline.  

Much like the ScienceDirect database, reference e-books in SpringerLink cannot be downloaded in their entirety at 
once. If a user wants an entire reference e-book, the title must be downloaded by each chapter/section as individual 
.PDF files. This limitation, however, does not apply to “regular,” non-reference e-monographs; these can be 
downloaded in their entirety as single .PDF or .EPUB files. 

In terms of reference titles, SpringerLink does not have many that are applicable to sociology and anthropology. As 
such, SpringerLink is not an ideal reference resource, though the titles they do have are high-quality and useful overall. 
Users may find equivalent information in other reference titles offered by popular publishers such as Sage, Wiley, or 
Oxford. Also, libraries that use patron-driven acquisition (PDA) platforms should check for Springer publications that 
may be available through them at a lower cost. E-book Library (EBL) from ProQuest, for example, has publisher 
agreements with Springer. 

Figure 7: Journal title page 
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Conclusion 
 
SpringerLink’s use of various terminologies such as “Discipline,” “Subdiscipline,” “Topics,” and “Keywords” is 
confusing and unclear. However, this should not be an immediate deterrent from trialing and experimenting with the 
database. There is much useful information to be had in this database, though the organizing and searching mechanisms 
could be more transparent. 

Although SpringerLink contains a lot of high-quality, academic, and professional research in sociology and 
anthropology, the database as a whole functions best as a supplement to other resources. The coverage of topics is 
impressive, especially for international research, but the needs of most undergraduate sociology and anthropology 
programs likely can be met without SpringerLink. With that said, several social sciences journals are fundamental titles, 
and efforts should be made to acquire them for corresponding degree programs. Institutions unable to afford or 
uninterested in the entire database may consider purchasing access to key journals at the per-title level to meet the needs 
of their students and faculty. 

SpringerLink offers close to a dozen anthropology and archaeology journals that are exclusive to Springer. Thus, 
institutions offering degree programs in anthropology might seriously consider this database as a valuable augmenting 
resource. Additionally, any sociology degree programs with a truly global research focus on social issues, theories, and 
methodologies would benefit from this database as a number of journal titles are focused on Europe, Asia, and Africa. 
Finally, SpringerLink provides a healthy selection of exclusive journals related to crime, criminology, and criminal 
justice. Institutions with degree programs focusing on any aspect of crime and deviant behavior should give this 
database consideration.  

Figure 8: E-book introductory page 
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Appendix 
 
Table 1: List of SpringerLink journals most relevant to sociology and anthropology 

Journal Title eISSN EF AI SJR Area(s) of Sociology and/or Anthropology 
African Archaeological 
Review 

1572-
9842 n/a n/a 0.54 Anthropology, Archaeology, & History (Focus 

on Africa) 

Ageing International 1936-
606X n/a n/a 0.20 Economic, Political, & Social Aspects of 

Aging; Gerontology; Medical Sociology 
Agriculture & Human 
Values 

1572-
8366 0.002128 0.6446 0.82 Anthropology/Sociology of Food Studies 

AI & Society 1435-
5655 n/a n/a 0.46 Economic, Political, & Social Aspects of 

Technology 
American Journal of 
Criminal Justice 

1936-
1351 n/a n/a 0.52 Criminal Behavior/Criminology/Criminal 

Justice; Social Policy; Research Methodology 

American Sociologist 1936-
4784 n/a n/a 0.30 General Sociology 

Archaeological & 
Anthropological Sciences 

1866-
9565 n/a n/a 0.79 General Anthropology/Archaeology; Research 

Methodology 

Archaeologies 1935-
3987 n/a n/a 0.23 Global Anthropology/Archaeology 

Archives of Sexual 
Behavior 

1573-
2800 0.007562 1.0492 1.16 Behavioral & Sociocultural Aspects of Sexual 

Activity & Sexuality 

Asia Europe Journal 1612-
1031 0.000167 0.0884 0.21 General Social Science (Focus on Asia & 

Europe) 
Asian Journal of 
Criminology 

1871-
0131 n/a n/a 0.20 Criminal Behavior/Criminology/Criminal 

Justice (Focus on Asia) 

Child Indicators Research 1874-
8988 0.000334 0.2717 0.24 Behavioral & Sociocultural Aspects of 

Adolescence 

Contemporary Islam 1872-
0226 n/a n/a 0.20 Sociology of Religion (Focus on Islam) 

Crime, Law, & Social 
Change 

1573-
0751 0.000702 0.1924 0.30 Criminal Behavior/Criminology; Economic, 

Political, & Social Aspects of Crime 

Critical Criminology 1572-
9877 n/a n/a 0.17 Sociology of Crime and Justice 

Culture, Medicine, & 
Psychiatry 

1573-
076X 0.000888 0.3999 0.76 Health Psychology; Medical Anthropology/ 

Sociology 

Demography 1533-
7790 0.008777 2.0628 2.15 Demography; Population Studies; Research 

Methodology; Rural/Urban Studies 

Dialectical Anthropology 1573-
0786 n/a n/a 0.11 General Anthropology 

http://anssacrl.wordpress.com/publications/currents/currents-vol-28-no-2/
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/01639269.2012.657603
http://link.springer.com/journal/10437
http://link.springer.com/journal/10437
http://link.springer.com/journal/12126
http://link.springer.com/journal/10460
http://link.springer.com/journal/10460
http://link.springer.com/journal/146
http://link.springer.com/journal/12103
http://link.springer.com/journal/12103
http://link.springer.com/journal/12108
http://link.springer.com/journal/12520
http://link.springer.com/journal/12520
http://link.springer.com/journal/11759
http://link.springer.com/journal/10508
http://link.springer.com/journal/10508
http://link.springer.com/journal/10308
http://link.springer.com/journal/11417
http://link.springer.com/journal/11417
http://link.springer.com/journal/12187
http://link.springer.com/journal/11562
http://link.springer.com/journal/10611
http://link.springer.com/journal/10611
http://link.springer.com/journal/10612
http://link.springer.com/journal/11013
http://link.springer.com/journal/11013
http://link.springer.com/journal/13524
http://link.springer.com/journal/10624
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East Asia 1874-
6284 n/a n/a 0.17 General Social Science (Focus on Northeast 

Asia) 
East Asian Science, 
Technology, & Society 

1875-
2152 n/a n/a 0.23 Economic, Political, & Social Aspects of 

Technology & Science 

Economics of Governance 1435-
6104 n/a n/a 0.37 Economic Sociology; International Government 

& Policy; NGOs; Non-Profit Studies 

European Journal on 
Criminal Policy & Research 

1572-
9869 0.000257 0.2223 0.39 

Criminal Behavior/Criminology; Economic, 
Political, & Social Aspects of Crime (Focus on 
Europe) 

European Journal of Ageing 1613-
9380 0.000899 0.4579 0.49 

Economic, Political, & Social Aspects of 
Aging; Gerontology; Medical Sociology (Focus 
on Europe) 

European Journal of 
Population 

1572-
9885 0.001459 0.8739 1.20 

Demography; Population Studies; Research 
Methodology; Rural/Urban Studies (Focus on 
Europe) 

Food Security 1876-
4525 0.000800 0.6514 0.69 Anthropology/Sociology of Food Studies 

Gender Issues 1936-
4717 n/a n/a 0.12 Gender, Sex, & Sexuality Studies 

GeoJournal 1572-
9893 n/a n/a 0.65 

Economic, Political, & Social Aspects of 
Environmental Studies; Geography; Human 
Ecology 

Globalization & Health (OA) 1744-
8603 0.001762 1.1437 0.93 Health Psychology; Medical Anthropology/ 

Sociology; Public & Global Health 

Health Care Analysis 1573-
3394 0.000779 0.3373 0.42 Medical Anthropology/Sociology; Public 

Health 
Health Research Policy & 
Systems (OA) 

1478-
4505 n/a n/a 0.83 Medical Anthropology/Sociology; Public 

Health 

Human Ecology 1572-
9915 0.003682 0.7409 0.75 

Economic, Political, & Social Aspects of 
Environmental Studies; Geography; Human 
Ecology 

Human Nature 1936-
4776 0.002326 1.0749 1.04 General Behavioral & Social Science 

Human Rights Review 1874-
6306 n/a n/a 0.18 Civil/Human Rights; Social Justice; Social 

Movements 

Human Studies 1572-
851X 0.000361 0.1986 0.15 General Social Science 

International Journal for 
Equity in Health (OA) 

1475-
9276 0.001791 0.9764 0.82 Health Psychology; Medical Anthropology/ 

Sociology; Public & Global Health 
International Journal of 
Health Geographics (OA) 

1476-
072X 0.004760 1.0259 0.77 Geography; Medical Anthropology/Sociology; 

Public & Global Health 
International Journal of 
Historical Archaeology 

1573-
7748 n/a n/a 0.39 General Anthropology/Archaeology; Research 

Methodology 
International Journal of 
Politics, Culture, & Society 

1573-
3416 n/a n/a 0.13 International Relations 

Journal of Adult 
Development 

1573-
3440 0.000541 0.3209 0.33 Behavioral & Sociocultural Aspects of Adult 

Human Development 

Journal of African 
American Studies 

1936-
4741 n/a n/a 0.21 

Race/Ethnicity Studies; Sociocultural & 
Historical Aspects of African American Issues 
(Focus on Black Male Experience) 

http://link.springer.com/journal/12140
http://link.springer.com/journal/12280
http://link.springer.com/journal/12280
http://link.springer.com/journal/10101
http://link.springer.com/journal/10610
http://link.springer.com/journal/10610
http://link.springer.com/journal/10433
http://link.springer.com/journal/10680
http://link.springer.com/journal/10680
http://link.springer.com/journal/12571
http://link.springer.com/journal/12147
http://link.springer.com/journal/10708
http://link.springer.com/journal/12992
http://link.springer.com/journal/10728
http://link.springer.com/journal/12961
http://link.springer.com/journal/12961
http://link.springer.com/journal/10745
http://link.springer.com/journal/12110
http://link.springer.com/journal/12142
http://link.springer.com/journal/10746
http://link.springer.com/journal/12939
http://link.springer.com/journal/12939
http://link.springer.com/journal/12942
http://link.springer.com/journal/12942
http://link.springer.com/journal/10761
http://link.springer.com/journal/10761
http://link.springer.com/journal/10767
http://link.springer.com/journal/10767
http://link.springer.com/journal/10804
http://link.springer.com/journal/10804
http://link.springer.com/journal/12111
http://link.springer.com/journal/12111
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Journal of Archaeological 
Method & Theory 

1573-
7764 0.000870 0.6876 0.72 General Anthropology/Archaeology; Research 

Methodology 
Journal of Archaeological 
Research 

1573-
7756 n/a n/a 1.21 General Anthropology/Archaeology 

Journal of Child & Family 
Studies 

1573-
2843 0.002778 0.7078 0.68 Behavioral & Sociological Aspects of Family 

Studies; Child/Adolescent Studies 
Journal of Chinese Political 
Science 

1874-
6357 n/a n/a 0.28 Political Sociology (Focus on China) 

Journal of Community 
Health 

1573-
3610 0.002480 0.5181 0.56 Health Psychology; Medical Anthropology/ 

Sociology; Public Health 

Journal of Cross-Cultural 
Gerontology 

1573-
0719 n/a n/a 0.43 

Economic, Political, & Social Aspects of 
Aging; Gerontology; Medical 
Anthropology/Sociology 

Journal of Economic 
Inequality 

1573-
8701 0.001451 1.2174 1.54 Economic Sociology; Sociodemographics 

Journal of Family & 
Economic Issues 

1573-
3475 n/a n/a 0.46 

Behavioral & Sociological Aspects of Family 
Studies; Economic Sociology; Sociology of 
Work 

Journal of Family Violence 1573-
2851 0.002821 0.4676 0.62 

Behavioral & Sociological Aspects of Family 
Studies; Crime/Criminology; Domestic 
Violence 

Journal of Gambling 
Studies 

1573-
3602 0.001745 0.5143 0.76 Behavioral & Social Aspects of Gambling & 

Gaming Activity 
Journal of Housing & the 
Built Environment 

1573-
7772 0.000458 0.3469 0.50 Economic, Political, & Social Aspects of 

Environmental Studies; Urbanization 
Journal of Immigrant & 
Minority Health 

1557-
1920 0.002876 0.6453 0.48 Health Psychology; Medical Anthropology/ 

Sociology; Public & Global Health 
Journal of International 
Migration & Integration 

1874-
6365 n/a n/a 0.26 Demography; Globalization; Population Studies 

Journal of Labor Research 1936-
4768 0.001025 0.3965 0.40 Economic & Political Sociology; Sociology of 

Work 
Journal of Maritime 
Archaeology 

1557-
2293 n/a n/a 0.29 General Archaeology (Focus on Oceanic and 

Water/Island Environments) 
Journal of Physiological 
Anthropology 

1880-
6805 n/a n/a 0.31 General Anthropology 

Journal of Population 
Ageing 

1874-
7876 n/a n/a 0.21 

Demography; Economic, Political, & Social 
Aspects of Aging; Medical Sociology; 
Population Studies 

Journal of Population 
Economics 

1432-
1475 0.003660 0.8753 1.40 Demography; Economic Sociology; Population 

Studies 
Journal of Population 
Research 

1835-
9469 n/a n/a 0.44 Demography; Population Studies 

Journal of Quantitative 
Criminology 

1573-
7799 0.002448 1.2959 2.08 Crime/Criminology; Research Methodology 

Journal of Religion & 
Health 

1573-
6571 0.000785 0.2140 0.32 Health Psychology; Medical Anthropology/ 

Sociology; Psychology/Sociology of Religion 

Journal of World Prehistory 1573-
7802 n/a n/a 0.98 General Anthropology/Archaeology 

Maternal & Child Health 
Journal 

1573-
6628 0.006920 0.8011 0.80 Adolescent Health; Medical Anthropology/ 

Sociology; Public Health; Women’s Health 

http://link.springer.com/journal/10816
http://link.springer.com/journal/10816
http://link.springer.com/journal/10814
http://link.springer.com/journal/10814
http://link.springer.com/journal/10826
http://link.springer.com/journal/10826
http://link.springer.com/journal/11366
http://link.springer.com/journal/11366
http://link.springer.com/journal/10900
http://link.springer.com/journal/10900
http://link.springer.com/journal/10823
http://link.springer.com/journal/10823
http://link.springer.com/journal/10888
http://link.springer.com/journal/10888
http://link.springer.com/journal/10834
http://link.springer.com/journal/10834
http://link.springer.com/journal/10896
http://link.springer.com/journal/10899
http://link.springer.com/journal/10899
http://link.springer.com/journal/10901
http://link.springer.com/journal/10901
http://link.springer.com/journal/10903
http://link.springer.com/journal/10903
http://link.springer.com/journal/12134
http://link.springer.com/journal/12134
http://link.springer.com/journal/12122
http://link.springer.com/journal/11457
http://link.springer.com/journal/11457
http://link.springer.com/journal/40101
http://link.springer.com/journal/40101
http://link.springer.com/journal/12062
http://link.springer.com/journal/12062
http://link.springer.com/journal/148
http://link.springer.com/journal/148
http://link.springer.com/journal/12546
http://link.springer.com/journal/12546
http://link.springer.com/journal/10940
http://link.springer.com/journal/10940
http://link.springer.com/journal/10943
http://link.springer.com/journal/10943
http://link.springer.com/journal/10963
http://link.springer.com/journal/10995
http://link.springer.com/journal/10995
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Medicine, Health Care, & 
Philosophy 

1572-
8633 0.001089 0.4787 0.31 Medical Anthropology/Sociology 

Mind & Society 1860-
1839 n/a n/a 0.20 Economic Psychology/Sociology 

Political Behavior 1573-
6687 0.003301 1.5653 2.99 Political Psychology/Sociology 

Population & Environment 1573-
7810 0.001118 0.6776 1.17 

Demography; Economic, Political, & Social 
Aspects of Environmental Studies; Population 
Studies 

Population Research & 
Policy Review 

1573-
7829 0.001809 0.5541 0.38 Demography; Population Studies 

Public Choice 1573-
7101 0.007764 0.7958 1.10 Economic & Political Sociology 

Public Organization 
Review 

1573-
7098 n/a n/a 0.29 International Government & Policy; NGOs; 

Non-Profit Studies; Sociology of Organization 

Qualitative Sociology 1573-
7837 0.001414 1.0147 0.41 General Social Science; Research Methodology 

(Focus on Qualitative Methods) 

Quality of Life Research 1573-
2649 0.013129 0.9766 0.92 Health Psychology; Medical Sociology 

Race & Social Problems 1867-
1756 n/a n/a 0.56 Race/Ethnicity Studies; Sociodemographics 

Review of Black Political 
Economy 

1936-
4814 n/a n/a 0.20 Economic & Political Sociology; 

Race/Ethnicity Studies; Sociodemographics 

Review of Economics of 
the Household 

1573-
7152 0.001065 0.9369 0.95 

Behavioral & Sociological Aspects of Family 
Studies; Economic Sociology; Sociology of 
Work 

Review of International 
Organizations 

1559-
744X 0.000945 0.9908 1.24 

Economic & Political Sociology; International 
Government; NGOs (Focus on Major 
International Organizations, e.g., World Bank, 
United Nations, etc.) 

Review of Religious 
Research 

2211-
4866 0.000562 0.2189 0.30 Sociology of Religion 

Sex Roles 1573-
2762 0.007931 0.5924 0.84 Gender, Sex, & Sexuality Studies 

Sexuality & Culture 1936-
4822 n/a n/a 0.21 Gender, Sex, & Sexuality Studies; Social 

Justice 
Sexuality Research & 
Social Policy 

1553-
6610 n/a n/a 0.38 Gender, Sex, & Sexuality Studies; Social 

Justice 

Social Indicators Research 1573-
0921 0.006201 0.4851 0.61 General Sociology; Research Methodology; 

Sociodemographics 

Social Justice Research 1573-
6725 0.001791 1.5500 0.69 General Sociology; Social Justice; Social 

Movements 

Sociological Forum 1573-
7861 0.001540 0.5184 0.84 General Sociology; Sociology of Organization 

Studies in Comparative 
International Development 

1936-
6167 0.001159 0.7182 0.61 General Sociology; International Studies 

Systematic Practice & 
Action Research 

1573-
9295 n/a n/a 0.21 Sociology of Technology; Research 

Methodology 

Theory & Society 1573-
7853 0.002025 0.9124 0.78 General Anthropology/Sociology 

http://link.springer.com/journal/11019
http://link.springer.com/journal/11019
http://link.springer.com/journal/11299
http://link.springer.com/journal/11109
http://link.springer.com/journal/11111
http://link.springer.com/journal/11113
http://link.springer.com/journal/11113
http://link.springer.com/journal/11127
http://link.springer.com/journal/11115
http://link.springer.com/journal/11115
http://link.springer.com/journal/11133
http://link.springer.com/journal/11136
http://link.springer.com/journal/12552
http://link.springer.com/journal/12114
http://link.springer.com/journal/12114
http://link.springer.com/journal/11150
http://link.springer.com/journal/11150
http://link.springer.com/journal/11558
http://link.springer.com/journal/11558
http://link.springer.com/journal/13644
http://link.springer.com/journal/13644
http://link.springer.com/journal/11199
http://link.springer.com/journal/12119
http://link.springer.com/journal/13178
http://link.springer.com/journal/13178
http://link.springer.com/journal/11205
http://link.springer.com/journal/11211
http://link.springer.com/journal/11206
http://link.springer.com/journal/12116
http://link.springer.com/journal/12116
http://link.springer.com/journal/11213
http://link.springer.com/journal/11213
http://link.springer.com/journal/11186
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Trends in Organized Crime 1936-
4830 n/a n/a 0.48 Criminal Behavior/Criminology/Criminal 

Justice (Focus on Organized Crime) 

Urban Forum 1874-
6330 n/a n/a 0.63 Rural/Urban Studies; Urbanization 

VOLUNTAS: International 
Journal of Voluntary and 
Nonprofit Organizations 

1573-
7888 0.000884 0.9641 0.32 Economic & Political Sociology; International 

Studies; Non-Profit Studies 

Note: EF and AI scores were obtained freely from http://www.eigenfactor.org/. SJR scores were obtained freely from 
http://www.scimagojr.com/. The scores have been provided here for bibliometric purposes. Consult both websites for 
details on how to interpret the scores. Also, see Acadia (2012) for further bibliometric discussion. 

 

Table 2: List of SpringerLink reference titles relevant to sociology and anthropology 

Reference Title eISBN Area(s) of Sociology and/or Anthropology 

Encyclopedia of Adolescence 9781441916952 Behavioral & Sociocultural Aspects of 
Adolescence 

Encyclopedia of Criminology & Criminal 
Justice 9781461456902 Behavioral & Sociocultural Aspects of 

Crime/Criminology/Criminal Justice 

Encyclopedia of Diasporas 9780387299044 Globalization; International Studies; NGOs; 
Social Movements 

Encyclopedia of Global Archaeology 9781441904652 Global Anthropology/Archaeology 

Encyclopedia of Global Justice 9781402091605 International Studies; Social Justice; Social 
Movements 

Encyclopedia of Immigrant Health 9781441956590 Health Psychology; International Studies; 
Medical Anthropology/Sociology 

Encyclopedia of Medical Anthropology 9780387299051 Medical Anthropology/Sociology 
Encyclopedia of Psychology & Religion 9781461460862 Behavioral & Sociocultural Aspects of Religion 
Encyclopedia of Quality of Life & Well-Being 
Research 9789400707535 Health Psychology; Medical Anthropology/ 

Sociology 
Encyclopedia of Sex & Gender 9780387299075 Gender, Sex, & Sexuality Studies 

Handbook of Child Well-Being 9789048190638 Behavioral & Sociocultural Aspects of 
Adolescence; Medical Sociology 

Handbook of Global Bioethics 9789400725126 International Studies; Medical 
Anthropology/Sociology 

Handbook of Paleoanthropology 978350337614 General Anthropology/Archaeology 

Handbook of Regional Science 9783642234309 
Economic Sociology; Environmental Studies; 
Geography; Globalization; Rural/Urban 
Studies; Sociology of Organization 

International Encyclopedia of Civil Society 9780387939964 International Studies; Social Justice; Sociology 
of Organization 

 

 

 

 

 

http://link.springer.com/journal/12117
http://link.springer.com/journal/12132
http://link.springer.com/journal/11266
http://link.springer.com/journal/11266
http://link.springer.com/journal/11266
http://www.eigenfactor.org/
http://www.scimagojr.com/
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/01639269.2012.657603
http://link.springer.com/referencework/10.1007/978-1-4419-1695-2
http://link.springer.com/referencework/10.1007/978-1-4614-5690-2
http://link.springer.com/referencework/10.1007/978-1-4614-5690-2
http://link.springer.com/referencework/10.1007/978-0-387-29904-4
http://link.springer.com/referencework/10.1007/978-1-4419-0465-2
http://link.springer.com/referencework/10.1007/978-1-4020-9160-5
http://link.springer.com/referencework/10.1007/978-1-4419-5659-0
http://link.springer.com/referencework/10.1007/0-387-29905-X
http://link.springer.com/referencework/10.1007/978-1-4614-6086-2
http://link.springer.com/referencework/10.1007/978-94-007-0753-5
http://link.springer.com/referencework/10.1007/978-94-007-0753-5
http://link.springer.com/referencework/10.1007/0-387-29907-6
http://link.springer.com/referencework/10.1007/978-90-481-9063-8
http://link.springer.com/referencework/10.1007/978-94-007-2512-6
http://link.springer.com/referencework/10.1007/978-3-540-33761-4
http://link.springer.com/referencework/10.1007/978-3-642-23430-9
http://link.springer.com/referencework/10.1007/978-0-387-93996-4
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HOST ACRL STANDARDS, SCHOLARLY COMMUNICATION WORKSHOPS IN 2014 
Today’s academic and research librarians increasingly act as change agents in the higher education community while being 
called on to demonstrate their value on campus. ACRL’s one-day Scholarly Communication and Standards for Libraries in 
Higher Education workshops help you achieve those goals through learning more about these important topics at your campus, 
chapter, or consortia. Facilitated by our team of expert presenters, both workshops provide a framework for libraries to grow, 
innovate, lead, and succeed. Hosts are responsible for the full cost of both workshops and may choose to recover costs through 
registration fees. 

 
 
Scholarly Communication: From Understanding to 
Engagement 
To help empower our community in accelerating the 
transformation of the scholarly communication system, 
ACRL is pleased to offer the day-long workshop, 
“Scholarly Communication: From Understanding to 
Engagement.” The workshop helps participants in very 
practical ways, such as preparing for library staff or faculty 
outreach, contextualizing collection development decisions 
to internal and external stakeholders, and initiating or 
supporting new models for scholarly communication. 
Details are available on the ACRL website at 
www.ala.org/acrl/issues/scholcomm/roadshow.  

“The workshop helped me connect complex issues like the 
relationship between the open movement, copyright, and 
economics in a coherent way. It is good to have this 
conceptual framework moving forward.” – Scholarly 
Communication Workshop Participant 

 

Standards for Libraries in Higher Education Training 
Workshops 
The ACRL Standards for Libraries in Higher Education 
provide a framework for planning and assessment that can 
be adapted for a variety of circumstances including 
strategic planning, program review, and accreditation self-
study. ACRL’s “Planning, Assessing, and Communicating 
Library Impact: Putting the Standards for Libraries in 
Higher Education into Action” workshop provides 
information on using the standards and other foundational 
documents as a framework to develop benchmarks, 
evaluate quality and performance, and demonstrate value. 
Details are available on the ACRL website at 
www.ala.org/acrl/standardsworkshop.  

“In this workshop, the assessment process was presented in 
a clear, understandable way. Great job on difficult 
material!” – Standards Workshop Participant 

 

http://www.acrl.org/
mailto:mooneyh@msu.edu
mailto:ep557@georgetown.edu
mailto:pdmanaka@uci.edu
mailto:egratz@laverne.edu
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